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Organized Dentistry in Pennsylvania--1948 


Ray COBAUGH, Executive Secretary 
Pennsylvania State Dental Society 


A casual examination of the objectives, 
composition, activities and scope of the 
Pennsylvania State Dental Society and a 
similar look at the multi-sided Common- 
wealth of Pennsylvania, clearly shows 
that, despite some very simple beginnings 
and simple definitions of purpose, each 
has become highly involved, so that to- 
day a very complex institution exists in a 
very complex community. This complex- 
ity has been the subject of much discus- 
sion, much pondering and some conclu- 
sions whenever the relationship of the 
organization to the community and that 
of the members to the organization has 
been suggested for consideration. In 
view of the wide spread variances found 
in these conclusions, a re-examination of 
the original purpose, the present position 
and the probable trends seems to be indi- 
cated. 

In the original petition of 1869 the 
declaration was made that: ‘The objects 
of this society are to advance the science 
of dentistry, and thereby to lessen human 
misery by investigating the diseases inci- 
dent and remedies applicable to the hu- 
man mouth and its dependencies; by ob- 
serving and recording the changes in den- 
tal maladies, by the progress of the arts, 
population manners and customs, temper- 
ament, age and sex; by searching for and 
applying the various remedial agents to 
be found in the several kingdoms of na- 
tare, by enlarging the avenues of knowl- 
edge from observaticns, discoveries, and 
inventions, both at home and abroad, and 
by cultivating order and uniformity in 
dental practice.” 

These objectives stood for nearly sixty 
years until they were augmented by an 
amendment in 1938 which further stated 
that: “The objectives of the Society are, 


as herewith set forth in this charter, un- 
der the original articles of incorporation, 
and in addition thereto:—'To improve 
oral health and dental health services to 
the public by cultivating and promoting 
the art and science of dentistry; by en- 
couraging and providing for dental re- 
search; by disseminating among the pro- 
fession advanced scientific knowledge; by 
elevating and sustaining the education of 
dentists in formal institutions of learning, 
and by establishing devices that provide 
opportunities for continuing education 
after graduation; by promoting the enact- 
ment and enforcement of just dental 
laws, designed to serve the health inter- 
ests of the people; by enlightening pub- 
lic opinion with respect to the prevention 
of oral diseases and the care of oral 
health, as it relates to general health; by 
directing the procedures and energies of 
the members of the profession in the 
interests of public health and welfare.” 
These additions to the original state- 
ment of objectives not only widened the 
field of activity but measurably added to 
the responsibilities of organized dentistry. 
It should be noted here (if for no other 
reasons than because many present day 
critics seem to be ignorant of it) that 
this added responsibility was self imposed 
and was not shouldered at the insistence 
of an agency or system that was com- 
mitted to the idea that the government 
owes “from the cradle to the grave” care 
to all people whether they want it or not. 
It is not the purpose of this discussion to 
go into a detailed account of the transition 
of the objectives and activities of the 
Pennsylvania State Dental Society between 
1869 and 1938; nevertheless, an exami- 
nation of the record will indicate that the 
activities have fallen legitimately and 
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logically within the framework of the 
stated and legal purpose of the organiza- 
tion and that the profession itself was the 
first to perceive the necessity for a restate- 
ment of its purposes and a widening of 
its activities “to lessen human misery— 
by investigation—and by cultivating order 
and uniformity in dental practice.” It is 
to this end, that the following is submit- 
ted for your consideration: 


Even though statistics are “so variable 
and uncertain, so apt to be influenced by 
circumstances, that it is never possible to 
be sure that one is operating with figures 
of equal weight,” they seem to me to 
provide the best springboard for an ob- 
jective analysis of any given situation. 
Their use is certainly required to review 
the position and activities of the Pennsyl- 
vania State Dental Society for 1948. 


Our present available data is in a con- 
fused state; organized dentistry’s last at- 
tempt to produce a composite picture on 
the problem of the relocation of the post 
war dental population was made by the 
Committee on Dental Economics of the 
American Dental Association in 1946. 
Moreover, at the time of the release of 
these figures, there was some considerable 
question of their accuracy, especially in 
certain geographical areas. Indeed, in the 
introduction to the report, recognition of 
the confusion because of these variations 
is noted. These factors indicate that even 
over state wide basis the tracing of the 
movements of seven thousand dentists 
among ten million people is no easy mat- 
ter. 


Since this ADA Committee on Dental 
Economics report, of course, more than 
two years have elapsed and other estimates 
have appeared. Agencies of the govern- 
ment and commercial houses release fig- 
ures with abandon. These releases are 
rarely in complete accord, presumably be- 
cause of the differences in the time at 
which they were made and because of 
variable methods. 


This report presents data on the distri- 
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bution of dentists in Pennsylvania 
county as of October 1, 1948. It 55 
hoped that the information herein will be 
of real value to the officers of the com. 
ponent societies and to agencies and insti. 
tutions interested in the present status of 
the Pennsylvania dental population. 

It will be noted that the names of som 
localities are listed below certain counties 
in each state. These communities wer 
reported in the 1939 census of business 
as having retails sales volumes of more 
than four million dollars. Generally, this 
includes most cities of ten thousand or 
more in population and a number of oth 
ers below that size which serve as trade 
centers for large surrounding areas. Pub- 
lication of the names of these trade cen- 
ters is by no means intended to serve as 
an index to localities in need of dentists. 

The reason that the county local unit 
was arbitrarily chosen as the smallest for 
which population-dentist ratios would be 
presented is because of the fact that most 
components of district dental societies are 
organized on a county basis. It is recog: 
nized, of course, that patient loads are 
drawn from large areas outside the actual 
legal boundaries of these communities and 
that custom, topography, convenience of 
transportation and numerous other fac 
tors are involved in establishing a natural 
service area at any specific community, 
Nevertheless, all this considered, the 
county unit seemed to be the most valid 
upon which statistics could be gathered. 
Many economic and commercial studies 
have been made to ascertain the trade 
centers of Pennsylvania and the size of the 
area the total population dependent upoa 
the centers. These studies reveal that 
commercial trade areas do not follow 
political boundaries; in some instances 
counties are found to consist of several 
distinct and completely delimited trade 
areas; in other instances, several counties 
are found to compose just one trade area. 
In others, counties or portions of cout 
ties are found to be parts of trade areas 
with centers located in bordering states. 
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No studies have been made up to the 
present time to ascertain whether dental 
service areas are contiguous with com- 
mercial trade areas—that is, whether the 

ic tends to be attracted from the 
same area to the same trade center for 
dental service as for the purchase of its 
other needs. It is suggested that a den- 
tist considering location in a medium or 
small size community make a special 
eflort to ascertain the size of the trade 
area and the trading population. Usually, 
the local Chamber of Commerce can pro- 
vide this and other information very 
readily. 

Although the heading of the various 
columns in the following table are meant 
to be self explanatory, a word or two 
about each might be in order at this time. 


In column one the population estimate 
as of 1946 was the latest available infor- 
mation from an authoritative agency. 
These figures were furnished by the State 
Planning Board of the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania and indicate a rather slow 
upward trend from the last federal cen- 
sus of 1940. 


In the second column, the number of 
registered dentists in Pennsylvania as of 
October 1, 1948 was furnished by Mrs. 
Steiner, of the Bureau of Licensure of 
the Department of Public Instruction. 
The break-down of this total registration 
by county was made in the central office 
of the Pennsylvania State Dental Society 
from the complete list furnished by Mrs. 
Steiner. 

In the third column, the actual num- 
ber of practicing dentists in each county 
was, in most cases, made by a distribution 
of the complete list of practicing dentists 
in a county to members of the Board of 
Trustees who subsequently distributed 
this further to informed persons to make 
an actual check in the locality. In some 
few cases, this figure was arrived at by 
averaging results of non-member surveys 
in adjacent counties and projecting that 


figure of the average on a percentage ba- 
sis to a given area. The discrepancy be- 
tween the number of dentists registered 
and the number actually in practice is, of 
course, caused by the fact that many out- 
of-state dentists are registered in Pennsyl- 
vania and then, too, many Pennsylvania 
dentists properly registered are in the 
service of the federal government and are 
not available to service the civilian popu- 
lation of a particular community. 


The fourth column, the members of the 
Pennsylvania State Dental Society as of 
October 1, 1948, was projected from rec- 
ords in the central office of that organiza- 


tion. 


The fifth and sixth columns are merely 
the results of mathamatical computation. 
The fifth column computation from infor- 
mation in the third and fourth; the sixth, 
a computation from information in the 
first and third columns. 


The estimated income per family per 
county in column seven was furnished by 
the Pennsylvania State Chamber of Com- 
merce of which the Pennsylvania State 
Dental Society is a member. 


As this study progressed, it became 
apparent that by taking the number of 
members in particular counties and then 
correlating that information on a district 
basis we would arrive at a figure, in some 
cases, substantially different from that of 
the district membership at a given time. 
This is because of the fact that several 
districts carry members on their rolls 
who reside in other districts. Generally 
speaking, this situation counterbalances 
itself; there are two notable exceptions: 
the Eighth District and the Fourth Dis- 
trict. In the Fourth District, the addi- 
tion of the members residing in the 
counties which constitute the district, re- 
sult in 211 members; the actual record 
of the District was 224 members. In the 
Eighth District, the process resulted in 
88 members against an actual 96 on the 
rolls. 
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DisTRIBUTION OF DENTISTS IN PENNSYLVANIA 





























State Percent 
Planning Practicing Population 
Board | Registered; Actually | Members | Dentists | Per Each 
County Estimate | Dentists PSDS Practicing 
Population} 10148 10-1-48 10-1-48 PSDS Dentist 
1946 10-1-48 
PENNSYLVANIA 10,238,012 | 7,218 6,541 5,052 77.2 1,566 
] 
ADAMS 42,946 | pty Rr y 75.0 3,578 
ALLEGHENY 1,470,209 | 1,258 1,7 899 78.0 1,273 
(Braddock, Car- | 
negie, Clairton, | | 
Dormont, Duquesne, | | 
Homestead, Me- 
Keesport, McKees- | 
Rocks, Pittsburgh, | 
Tarentum, Turtle | 
Creek, Wilkinsburg)) } 
ARMSTRONG | 79,787 37 33 4 72.8 2,400 
(Kittanning) | 
BEAVER 168,491 105 100 87 87.0 | 1,684 
(Aliquippa, Am- | | 
bridge, Beaver Falls, | } 
Ellwood City—also 
Lawrence County) | 
BEDFORD 38,083 4 13 10 77.0 | 2,927 
BERKS | 242,274 149 140 120 85.7 | 1,730 
(Reading) 
BLAIR 146,372 79 73 58 79.5 | 2,006 
(Altoona) 
BRADFORD 49,441 26 23 17 73.9 2,145 
BUCKS 119,268 55 49 35 71.5 2,229 
(Doylestown) 
BUTLER 88,696 cy 59 48 81.4 1,504 
(Butler) | 
CAMBRIA 225,687 127 15 ss | 76.5 | 1,98 
(Johnstown) 
CAMERON 7,065 4 4 3 75.0 | 1,786 
CARBON 61,200 30 26 17 | 65.4 | 2,354 
CENTRE 51,424 30 27 | 19 | 70.4 1,905 
(State College) | 
CHESTER 141,268 81 74 SB 78.5 | 1,909 
(Coatesville, | 
Phoenixville, | 
West Chester) | 
CLARION | 37,350 Ww BE 10 66.7 | 2,490 
CLEARFIELD | 84,503 33 29 19 65.5 2,914 
(Clearfield, DuBois) 
CLINTON 35,074 16 4 9 64.3 | 2,505 
(Lock Haven) 
COLUMBIA 51,469 26 23 | 17 73.9 | 2,238 
(Berwick, Blooms- 
burg) | 
CRAW FORD 76,491 46 “4 39 88.6 1,738 
(Meadville, Titus- | 
ville) 
CUMBERLAND 78,561 | 43 40 | 80.0 1,964 
(Carlisle) 
DAUPHIN 197,618 | 136 124 | 77.4 1,504 
(Harrisburg) | 
DELAWARE 388,774 256 229 166 72.4 1,698 
(Chester, Darby, | } 
Lansdowne, Upper 
Darby) | 
ELK 33,326 | 19 1% 10 62.5 2,083 
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DIsTRIBUTION OF DENTISTS IN PENNSYLVANIA—Continued 














(Bethlehem (also | 
Lehigh County), 
Easton) 














State 
Planning 
Board | Registered 
County Estimate | Dentists 
Population} 101-48 
1946 
ERIE 200,596 145 
(Erie) 
PAYETTE 189,606 85 
(Connellsville, 
Uniontown) 
FOREST 5,280 1 
FRANKLIN 72,101 35 
(Chambersburg, 
Waynesboro) 
FULTON 11,372 3 
GREENE 45,412 T) 
HUNTINGDON 40,889 22 
(Huntingdon) 
INDIANA 77,725 27 
(Indiana) 
JEFFERSON 50,447 | 25 
(Punxsutawney) | 
JUNIATA 15,664 6 
LACKAWANNA 255,894 206 
(Carbondale, Seran- 
ton) 
LANCASTER 216,354 123 
(Lancaster) 
LAWRENCE 97,384 61 
(Elwood City (also 
Beaver County), 
New Castle) 
LEBANON 82,837 35 
(Lebanon) 
LEHIGH 192 ,854 
(Allentown, Bethle- 
hem—also North- 
ampton County) 
LUZERNE 413,852 267 
(Hazleton, King- 
ston, Nanticoke, 
Pittston, Wilkes- 
Barre) 
LYCOMING 98 ,083 61 
(Williamsport) 
MeKEAN 55,507 41 
(Bradford) 
MERCER 104,860 
(Greenville, Sharon) 
MIFFLIN 41,591 21 
(Lewistown) 
MONROE 28,880 
(Stroudsburg) 
MONTGOMERY 318,651 214 
(Cheltenham, 
Jenkintown, lLans- 
dale, Lower Merion, 
Norristown, Potts- | 
town) 
MONTOUR | 14,087 | 8 
NORTHAMPTON | 175,556 130 





























Percent 
‘acticing |Population Estimated 
Aetually | Members | Dentists | PerEach | Income 
Practicing PSDS Members | Practicing Per 
10-1-48 10-148 PSDS Dentist Family 
10-148 
135 ne 83.0 1,486 $4,448 
78 63 74.1 | 2,431 3,887 
1 1 100.0 5,280 2,139 
30 20 66.7 2,408 3,227 
| 
3 | 2 66.7 | 3,790 2,129 
13 | 9 69.2 3,498 2,600 
20 | 4 70.0 2,044 2,885 
| 
2 | 17 | 70.8 3,238 3,263 
| 
23 18 78.3 2,149 3,377 
4 0 | 0 3,913 2,166 
189 151 80.0 1,354 | 4,305 
113 89 | 78.8 1,915 4,405 
55 40 | 72.7 1,770 4,213 
| 
se | 24 | 80.0 2,588 3,710 
| 
89 | 65 | 73.1 2,166 3,902 
238 | 172 72.2 1,739 4,647 
| 
46 82.1 1,769 4,686 
| | 
| 28 75.7 1,668 | 4,439 
' 
48 76.2 1,664 4,297 
19 13 68.4 2,189 | 3,592 
| | 
18 9 50.0 1,604 | 4,322 
198 | 162 | 81.7 1,000 | 4,872 
| i 
| | 
| | 
7 | 5 m.5 | 2,012 3,012 
17 | 87 74.4 | 1,500 4,472 
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DistRIBUTION OF DENTISTS IN PENNSYLVANIA—Continued 


























State Percent 
Planning | Practicing | Population) 
Board §Registered| Actually | Members | Dentists | Per Each | Income 
County Estimate Dentists Practicing | PSDS Members | Practicing Per 
Population) 101-48 10-1-48 10-1-48 PSDS Dentist | Family 
196 10-1-48 
NORTHUMBERLAND 118,758 55 50 38 76.0 2,365 | 93,5n7 
(Mount Carmel, 
Shamokin, Sun- } 
bury) | | 
PERRY 21,620 | 7 6 | 5 83.3 3,003 | 21m 
PHILADELPHIA 2,096 , 266 2,115 1,399 1,478 77.8 1,008 | 5,688 
(Philadelphia) 
PIKE 7,015 5 4 3 | 75.0 1,754 | 20% 
POTTER 16,286 8 7 6 85.8 2,326 | 3,208 
SCHUYLKILL 212,658 | 105 a 60 | 66.0 | 2337 | 8,858 
(Mahoney City, | 
Pottsville, Shenan- 
doah, Tamaqua) | 
SNYDER 19,760 ? 6 3 50.0 | 3,293 | 1,98 
SOMERSET 79,727 35 31 22 71.0 | 2,572 | 3,18 
(Somerset) 
SULLIVAN 6,964 | 3 3 | 2 66.7 2,321 | 1,688 
SUSQUEHANNA 31,528 14 13 10 77.0 2,425 2,508 
TIOGA 32,580 19 16 10 62.5 | 2,086 | 2,8 
UNION 19,549 n 10 8 80.0 1,965 2,550 
VENANGO 62,985 35 4 | a1 91.3 | 1,851 | 3,988 
(Franklin, Oil City) 
WARREN 38,449 32 12 46.1 | 1,479 | 4,080 
(Warren) | 
WASHINGTON 207,843 93 71 76.4 | 2,235 3,735 
(Canonsburg, Char- | 
leroi, Donora, 
Washington) | 
WAYNE 27,984 4 13 un 84.6 | 2,148 3,243 
WESTMORELAND 307,647 156 142 109 76.6 | 2,166 4,004 
(Greensburg, Jean- | 
ette, Latrobe, 
Monessen, New 
Kensington, Van- | 
dergrift) | 
WYOMING 15,056 9 8 5 62.5 1,882 3,000 
YORK | 194,588 104 98 83 84.7 | 1,986 4,44 
(Hanover, York) | 























The immediate sub-divisions of the 
Pennsylvania State Dental Society are the 
district or component societies. In view 
of this, it is desirable to evaluate some 
of the factors contained in the general 
table as they relate to these component 
societies as units. For this consideration 
the Trustee Districts which are described 
in the Constitution are submitted here- 
with: 


First: Philadelphia County. 

Second: Bucks, Chester, Delaware, Lehigh, 
Montgomery, and Northampton Counties. 

Third: Carbon, Columbia, Lackawanna, Lu- 


zerne, Monroe, Pike, Susquehanna, Wayne and 
Wyoming Counties. 

Fourth: Berks, Lebanon and Schuylkill 
Counties. 

Fifth: Adams, Cumberland, Dauphin, Frank 
lin, Fulton, Lancaster, Perry and York Coum 
ties. 

Sixth: Bradford, Clinton, Lycoming, Moa 
tour, Northumberland, Snyder, Sullivan, Tioga 
and Union Counties. 

Seventh: Bedford, Blair, Cambria, Centre, 
Clearfield, Huntingdon, Juniata, Mifflin and 
Somerset Counties. 

Eighth: Cameron, Elk, Forest, Jefferson, 
McKean, Potter, Warren and Clarion Counties. 

Ninth: Crawford, Erie, Lawrence, Mercet 
and Venango Counties. 
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Tenth: Allegheny, Armstrong, Beaver, But- 
let, Fayette, Greene, Indiana, Washington and 
Westmoreland Counties. 

While this additional table contains 
no significant information not found in 
the general table, it does correlate some 
interesting facts which will be of assist- 
ance to state and district officers in over- 


all planning. 


of Pennsylvania and Temple University. 
The presence of these schools, however, 
does not mean that all the graduates go 
in practice in this area or even in this 
state; as a matter of fact, a great many 
out-of-state and foreign students attend 
these institutions. 

The Philadelphia area is a relatively 
stable economic one inasmuch as it has 


RANKING OF DISTRICTS OF THE PENNSYLVANIA STATE DENTAL SOCIETY IN CONSIDERATION 
OF SEVERAL FACTORS 














By Dental " By Percent- Population Per 
By a Population in y coor age of By Area Practicing 
Practice Membership Dentist 
10—2,635,456 1—1,899 1—1,478 9—81.5 7—7,308 sq. mi. 1—1,098 
1—2,096,266 10—1,689 10—1,327 5—78.8 10—6,697 10—1,387 
2—1,336,371 2— 756 2— 573 10—78.5 6—46,043 9—1,638 
3— 892,828 3— 532 3— 395 4—77.5 8—5,849 3—1,678 
$— 835,110 5S— 426 S— 336 1—75.9 3—5,355 2—-1,768 
7— 723,940 7— 331 9— 270 2—75.6 5—5,140 8—1,889 
9— 542,266 9— 331 7— 243 6—74.5 9—3,540 5—1,960 
4— 537,769 4— 263 4— 204 3—74.2 2—2,790 4—2,045 
6— 394,296 6— 185 6— 138 7—73.4 4—2,002 6—2,131 
8— 243,710 8— 129 8— 88 8—68.1 1— 123 7—2,187 




















In considering the data contained 
above, some peculiarities of each district 
ought to be noted. The more obvious 
of these are summarized as follows: 


THE FIRST DISTRICT 


The First District is unique in that it 
is comprised of one city and one county; 
the city and county of Philadelphia, the 
political boundaries of which are identi- 
cal. As the third largest city in the 
United States, Philadelphia has all the 
complexities that are found in highly con- 
centrated population areas. 

Its ratio of dentists to population is 
1: 1,098 and represents an availability of 
dental personnel not found elsewhere in 
the Commonwealth. It might also be 
noted that within the area of the First 
District two of the 40 United States 
dental schools are located: the University 


a wide diversification of industries and 
is also a transportation center, being on 
the main line of the Pennsylvania rail- 
road for east-west traffic, the Reading for 
intra-state traffic, the B. & O. and others 
for north-south traffic. It is a port for 
ocean going vessels and is second only to 
New York City in tonnage of United 
States ports. 

Although only 123 square miles in 
area, the smallest district of the state, 
the First District is numerically the larg- 
est component of the Pennsylvania State 
Dental Society, having 1,394 members as 
of October 1, 1948. 


THE SECOND DISTRICT 


The Second District, which embraces 
six counties: Bucks, Chester, Delaware, 
Lehigh, Montgomery and Northampton, 
is relatively small in square miles area 
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although the third largest in membership 
status in the, Pennsylvania State Dental 
Society, having 573 members as of Octo- 
ber 1, 1948. From an economic stand- 
point, the Second District is one of the 
best balanced in the state, having indus- 
tries which range from shipbuilding to 
coal, iron, steel, farming, cement, oil re- 
fining, and both heavy and light manu- 
facturing. 

The concentration of dentists in the 
Second District is 1: 1,768, which repre- 
sents a somewhat below average avail- 
ability of dentists when considered in re- 
lation to the state-wide distribution. It 
must be remember, however, that nearly 
all of the Second District is within easy 
transportation range of Philadelphia and 
that undoubtedly some health services are 
obtained in that city just as residents of 
these adjacent counties go to Philadel- 
phia to purchase consumers’ goods. It 
is highly probabie that this tendency for 
people of a surrounding territory to go 
to big cities to shop and to obtain services 
accounts for the unusually high concen- 
tration of dentists in Philadelphia and 
the relatively lower ratio of dentists avail- 
able in the Second District. This seems 
especially plausible when one considers 
the sound economic status of the latter 
area. 


THE THIRD DISTRICT 


The Third District, which is made up 
of nine counties in the extreme North- 
eastern part of the state: Carbon, Colum- 
bia, Lackawanna, Luzerne, Monroe, Pike, 
Susquehanna, Wayne and Wyoming, is 
the area in which the world’s largest de- 
posits of anthracite coal are located. This 
concentration of coal in Luzerne, Lacka- 
wanna and Carbon counties causes the 
fortunes of the anthracite industry very 
vitally to affect the economy throughout 
this entire region. This close dependency 
of the stability of the economic structure 
on coal mining has led to the develop- 
ment of several plans to attract manufac- 


turing and allied industries into this are, 

Elsewhere in the Third District, farm. 
ing and forest products are important 
contributors to employment and income 

The concentration of population and 
of business activity in the Scranton 
Wilkes-Barre area is intense; both ag 
important cities, Scranton being the third 
largest in the state. Hazleton, Kingston, 
Nanticoke, Pittston and Carbondale, aj 
communities of considerable size and ec 
nomic significance, are located in this 
compact area in the very heart of the an 
thracite region. 

The ratio of dentists to the population 
in the third District is 1: 1,678, slightly 
lower than the state average. In mem 
bership in the Pennsylvania State Dental 
Society, the Third District ranks fourth, 
having 395 members as of October 1, 
1948. 


THE FOURTH DISTRICT 


The Fourth District, embracing only 
three counties: Berks, Lebanon and 
Schuylkill, is centered around the cities 
of Reading, Pottsville and Lebanon. The 
majority of the members in this District 
live in the immediate Reading area. The 
great manufacturing and textile indus 
tries are the principal occupations of the 
workers in this vicinity. Pottsville, in 
Schuylkill County, is a coal center, being 
on the southern border of the anthracite 
region. Lebanon has steel and manufac- 
turing industry and serves a large rural 
area as a distribution point. 

Intensive farming in Berks and Leba- 
non Counties is an important factor to 
the economic stability of this section. The 
soil is unusually productive and the peo 
ple of this region highly skilled in the 
science of agriculture. 


THE FIFTH DISTRICT 
The Fifth District, composed of 
Adams, Cumberland, Dauphin, Franklio, 
Fulton, Lancaster, Perry and York Coum 
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ties, is essentially rural in its character 
even though the cities of Harrisburg, 
York, Lancaster, Chambersburg and 
Waynesboro represent concentration of 
both general and dental population of 
considerable significance. Manufacturing 
in these cities ranges from heavy steel in- 
dustry to linoleum, shoes, textiles, light 
and heavy machinery, air conditioning 
equipment, furniture, and cigars. Har- 
risburg is also one of the great rail cen- 
ters of the United States and since the 
eatly history of the nation has been a 
transportation center of outstanding im- 
portance situated as it is on the natural 
junction of north-south and east-west rail 
and highway traffic arteries. 

The magnificent fertile and well kept 
farms of Lancaster, Cumberland, York 
and Perry counties are not excelled any- 
where else in the United States and have 
long been a stabilizing factor favorably 
affecting the economic structure of this 
area. 

In measurable factors, the Fifth Dis- 
trict strikes nearly a mean average of the 
composite of all districts, ranking Sth 
(out of 10) in population, dental popu- 
lation, and membership and sixth in area 
and seventh in ratio of dentists, 1: 1,960. 


THE SIXTH DISTRICT 


The Sixth District, composed of nine 
counties: Bradford, Clinton, Lycoming, 
Montour, Northumberland, Snyder, Sul- 
livan, Tioga, and Union, ranks third in 
area but ninth in population, covering 
more than 6,000 square miles and ex- 
tending from the central part of the state 
to the New York border but less than 
four thousand persons live here. The 
ratio of dentists to the population, 
1: 2,131, represents a rather sparse dis- 
tribution of dental personnel. 

Since early American times, because of 
the fine forest stands that covered the 
northern part of this region, lumber and 
tanning bark were important commodi- 
ties and millions of feet of native lumber 


were made into rafts at Williamsport 
for shipment down the Susquehanna to 
be used to build the booming cities of 
Baltimore and Philadelphia. Today, 
even though many hides are tanned chem- 
ically and additional lumber must be 
imported to augment the dwindling local 
supply, the great tanneries and lumber 
mills continue to thrive and leather, 
leather findings, finished woodwork and 
furniture are important products of this 
region. 

Natural gas wells and transportation 
and dairy farming also provide employ- 
ment for many persons while precision 
manufacture of machine products con- 
tributes to the economic stability of the 
area, especially in the Williamsport and 
Sunbury districts. 


THE SEVENTH DISTRICT 


The Seventh District is composed of 
nine counties in the south-central part 
of the state: Bedford, Blair, Cambria, 
Centre, Clearfield, Huntingdon, Juniata, 
Mifflin and Somerset. This district has 
two outstanding characteristics: it is the 
largest in area, having more than 7,000 
square miles and has the least number 
of dentists for a given unit of popula- 
tion, the ratio being 1: 2,187, a radical 
departure from the state average of 
1: 1,566. 

The steel mills at Johnstown and the 
railroad installations at Altoona are basic 
industries in those cities. Elsewhere in 
the Seventh District, farming, textiles, 
manufacturing and forest products are 
of prime economic importance. Farming 
is a principal enterprise in many coun- 
ties. This is probably a factor affecting 
the sparse distribution of dentists because 
studies have repeatedly shown that there 
is a reluctance on the part of the young 
dentist to locate in rural areas where they 
do not usually have the health facilities 
or close community life found in the 
cities and larger towns. 
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THE EIGHTH DISTRICT 


The Eighth District, made up of eight 
counties in the northern part of the state: 
Cameron, Clarion, Elk, Forest, Jefferson, 
McKean, Potter and Warren, has the 
fewest members and the least population 
of any component of the Pennsylvania 
State Dental Society. The ratio of den- 
tists is 1: 1,889, which represents about 
an average condition as far as the dis- 
tribution is concerned. 

The Eighth District ranks fourth in 
area and last in general population and 
dental population. In view of these 
facts, the good distribution of dentists 
indicates the stable economic condition 
of the area. 


Oil, natural gas, lumber, light manu- 
facture and woodworking industry and 
furniture are the principle sources of in- 
come to this district. 


THE NINTH DISTRICT 


The Ninth District, embracing five 
counties in the extreme northwestern part 
of the state: Crawford, Erie, Lawrence, 
Mercer and Venango, is apparently the 
best organized on a percentage basis, hav- 
ing 81.5 of all practicing dentists as 
members of the Ninth District society. 
The ratio of dentists to population in 
this community, 1: 1,638, is relatively 
high, indicating a stable economic area. 
A broad based economy in this region 
includes oil, gas, manufacturing, dairy 
farming, transportation, and clay prod- 
ucts 

Erie, one of Pennsylvania's largest 
cities, is a stable economic community, 
having transportation access to the Great 
Lakes and good east-west highways to 
important manufacturing centers in New 
York, Ohio and points west. Meadville, 
Titusville, Greenville, Sharon, Franklin, 
Oil City, New Castle and Ellwood City 
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are other important population centers in 
this district. 


THE TENTH DISTRICT 


The Tenth District, composed of nine 
counties, in the extreme southwestem 
part of the state: Allegheny, Armstrong 
Beaver, Butler, Fayette, Greene, Indiang 
Washington and Westmoreland, has th 
greatest population of any of the compo- 
nents of the Pennsylvania State Dent 
Society and a dental population second 
only to that of Philadelphia; the ratio 
of dentists is 1: 1,387, which is a rele 
tively high concentration. Ranking sec 
ond in membership status, the Tenth Dis. 
trict had 1,327 members as of October 1, 
1948. 

Although there is an extremely wide 
diversification of industry throughout this 
district, in the Pittsburgh area, which is 
often called the Ruhr of America, the 
steel and iron industry is the backbone 
of the economic structure. Since earl 
American times, Pittsburgh has been a 
great steel center because of its proximity 
to ore, coal, limestone and water trans 
portation Today, however, much of the 
iron ore used in the steel plants of this 
area comes from the Great Lakes region. 
Elsewhere in the District, heavy and light 
manufacturing, clay products, glass, mint- 
ing, farming, coke and forest products 
are principal industries. 

Pittsburgh, the second largest city in 
Pennsylvania, ranks high in cultural com 
tributions to the state, being the location 
of several fine educational institutions 
and privately endowed foundations, li 
braries and museums. The University of 
Pittsburgh Dental School is also located 
here, bringing, with University of Penn 
sylvania and Temple University, the 
Pennsylvania total to three—a concentt® 
tion of dental education facilities equalled 
by only four other states. 
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Functions of a State Dental Society 


J. S. OarTEL, D.DS. 


[ should like to get your thoughts con- 
centrated on my subject by asking you a 

ion. The question is, “What is the 
function of a state dental society?” Or 
more specifically, “What purpose or pur- 
poses would you say the Pennsylvania 
State Dental Society should serve?” 

If you examine the Pennsylvania State 
Dental Society from the viewpoint of the 
Central Office of the American Dental 
Association at Chicago, you will find that 
we possess a most enviable position 
among state societies. Only two other 
states, New York and Illinois, compose 
entire trustee districts and have larger 
memberships. Anyone who has sat in 
the House of Delegates of the American 
Dental Association can readily appreciate 
the advantage this gives us; we are more 
closely bound together, more unified and 
united than is the case with similar trus- 
tee districts. In Pennsylvania we prefer 
to solve our own problems within our 
own state and not force them on the 
delegates from other states or districts. 
In point of membership, we are the third 
largest state society in the nation. Had 
we but 69 more members last year we 
would have been the second largest 
constituent society of the American Den- 
tal Association. I should like to warn the 
American Dental Association, as well as 
the dental society of the state of Illinois, 
that this year Pennsylvania will be the 
second largest state dental society in the 
nation. 

If you delve into the archives of our 
society you will find that when a group 
of dentists first assembled to organize the 
Pennsylvania State Dental Society in 
1868, the president of the Harris Dental 
Ramated st ie Gos Philadelphia Dental Meet- 
Bt Jee Prnasrivenie. State Dental So- 


ciety; Lieutenant Colon Vsies States Army; 
Dental School, Washington, 





Association, of Lancaster, asked, “May 
we not hope that at no very distant day 
our profession and our patrons will be 
protected from these vampires by suitable 
legislative enactment?” The speaker re- 
ferred to characters of little or no train- 
ing who were representing themselves as 
qualified practitioners of dentistry. Thus, 
from our very inception, a function 
of our State Society has been that of 
sponsoring or directing legislation for 
the protection of the profession and the 
public at large. At the present time this 
activity occupies a large part of the func- 
tions of our Society. It has been only 
through the efforts of the Society, its 
Legislative Committees, and the State 
Dental Council and Examining Board that 
Pennsylvania now possesses one of the 
best dental codes in the country. Even 
so, our dental law is not entirely what 
we would desire. Only recently we have 
been most fortunate to secure from the 
State Departmtnt of Justice an interpre- 
tation of our law that gives it “more 
teeth,” but, as yet, it still does not possess 
a full complement of teeth. We must be 
constantly on our guard to prevent in- 
roads and encroachments on our legally 
granted privileges. And we must con- 
stantly strive to better the provisions of 
our law. 


Another matter for legislative action 
concerns dental interns and residents 
within our state. A ruling of the De- 
partment of Justice states that such in- 
terns or residents must be licensed in 
Pennsylvania. The medical profession 
of the state has made provision for this 
by extending to such individuals a pro- 
visional license. However, since wide- 
spread reciprocity exists in the medical 
profession, such is not as necessary with 
the medical profession as with us. 
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The dark cloud of socialized medicine 


is daily coming nearer. From all indica- 
tions the storm is about to break. Just 
where dentistry is going to be is any- 
one’s guess. Whether American medi- 
cine and dentistry can prevent the light- 
ning from striking, remains to be seen. 
Certainly, as a State Society, and the 
same applies to all state societies, we 
must act in unison and not be divided. 
We must give our support to the parent 
organization which represents us at the 
national level. Your representatives in 
the House of Delegates of the American 
Dental Association voted in September to 
support the parent association in this 
storm. Our Board of Trustees has directed 
our executive secretary to write to the 
secretaries of all state societies that Penn- 
sylvania would take such a stand. This 
affirmation was occasioned by the receipt 
of a letter from a neighboring state so- 
ciety asking us to do otherwise. A house 
divided against itself can not long endure. 


Speaking of national problems brings 
to mind a matter I would like to inter- 
ject as this point. As you all know, by 
choice I am a dental officer of the United 
States Army. As such, I wish to say that 
the Dental Corps is highly appreciative 
of the efforts of the American Dental 
Association in its behalf. You are aware 
of the fact that by regulation the Dental 
Corps of the Army has achieved auton- 
omy. It is also very true that regulations 
can be and are changed from time to time. 
For the most part, however, this is an 
excellent means of administration. As the 
situation arises, regulations can be issued 
to meet the situation. It is also very true 
that under our democratic form of govern- 
ment, laws once enacted can be amended 
and repealed. I believe however that 
some credit be given where credit is due. 
Dental Corps officials were instrumental 
in securing some degree of autonomy for 
the Army by regulation. This shows cer- 
tainly that they are endeavoring to ad- 
vance the profession in the Armed Forces 
and have achieved a point which would 
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still not be gained if they had waited fo 
legislation. I should like to call to th 
attention of dental students and receg 
graduates the advantages of a tour of 
duty in the Armed Forces. The 

and Navy have dental internships that ar 
without equal in any civilian hospital or 
institution and, at the present time, plans 
are being formulated to establish dental 
residencies in the Army beyond the 
riod of internship which, I believe, will 
be a pattern for civilian hospitals all over 
the nation. 

We find at the inception of our So 
ciety that the dentists of Pennsylvania 
were exhorted to “form local societies or 
organized bodies to elevate our profes 
sion.”” Thus, we find that education has 
always been a function of the State So 
ciety. It is for that purpose that a large 
portion of the dental profession of the 
state has assembled at numerous dental 
convocations each year. In conjunction 
with the Dental Council and Examining 
Board of the State, it is the duty anda 
function of the state society to see that 
proper curricula are followed in the den 
tal schools of the state, and that proper 
health information is imparted to students 
in secondary schools and teachers’ col 
leges. It is a function of the state society 
to educate the public at large, and indus 
try in particular, to the advantages to be 
gained in the maintenance of a high state 
of oral health. 

Closely allied with education is that 
means of education—the printed page. 
Probably most of our information com 
cerning dental matters comes from read- 
ing our dental journals. A definite func 
tion of the state society is to furnish 
pertinent information to its members 
through the medium of a proper journal 
This Pennsylvania is doing. It is quite 
obvious that a national journal cannot 
carry all material, particularly of state 
and local interest, as adequately as caf 
a state journal. State journals also pre 
vide a means of making public papets 
presented by members of the state society 
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and essayists appearing before the society. 

The state society must of necessity be 
a bargaining agent for its members. For 
the best interest of our members it is nec- 
essary for the state society to bargain with 
insurance agencies in order to secure for 
our members the best possible insurance 

jon at the best possible price. It 
is to the credit of our State Society that 
the present schedule of fees under the 
Veterans Administration in Pennsylvania 
was secured. Our fee schedule is con- 
siderably above the average on the na- 
tional level. It is also to the credit of 
the representatives of the State Society 
that the present schedule of fees is in 
operation under the Department of Wel- 
fare. 

The state society must be a law-enforc- 
ing body. We must ever be watchful 
that others do not encroach upon our 
tights and the privileges granted us by 
law. Such vigilance is not only for our 
protection but is also for the common 
welfare. We must, of necessity, aid law 
enforcement agencies in enforcing the 
law. Our State Society must see that its 
own members adhere to the laws of the 
Commonwealth where dentistry is con- 
ceed, and must see that the members 
adhere to a more rigid discipline than 


that established by law, that is, adherence 
te the Code of Ethics and to accepted 
standards of practice. 

The state society must be a coordinat- 
ing agency. The activities and the admin- 
istration of component societies must be 
coordinated and unified if they are to be 
of the utmost value. The state society 
is a liason between dentistry and allied 
professions of the state, and also between 
our profession and the citizenry of the 
state. The state society serves in like 
manner between its members and the 
American Dental Association. 

I have endeavored to cover in as little 
time as possible some of the many and 
varied functions of a state dental society 
and our own Society in particular. No 
doubt many of my readers have ideas at 
variance with mine as to the functions 
of a state dental society. We posses a 
very democratic form of administration 
in our State Society. It is the duty of 
any member to inform his representative 
on any of the various councils, commit- 
tees, or the Board of Trustees, of any 
measures that he believes would be of 
benefit to the membership as a whole. 
Only by working together in such manner 
can we be of the greatest value as a state 


society. 


SET ESRREASSS PRE SRESSERSEORS ERR SEF LBS AZhRBERPe eee es 





OFFICIAL NOTICE 


to 


Members of the House of Delegates 





Pennsylvania State Dental Society 





The House will convene during the 81st Annual Meeting in the William 
Penn Hotel, Pittsburgh, June 1, 2, 3, 1949. The time of meetings and 
other announcements will be released shortly. 

—Ray CoBauGu, Executive Secretary. 
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EDITORIAL 


PROPOSED CHANGES TO DENTAL ACT 


ON February 21, 1949, there was introduced into the General Assembly of the Penn 
sylvania Senate, Bill No. 340, by Albert R. Pechan, D.D.S., State Senator from the 
41st State Senatorial District. This Bill, if passed, would amend the present Dental 
Act of the Commonwealth. On the same day, this revision of the Act was referred 
to the Committee on Education of the Commonwealth. With this proposed change, 
the section of the Dental Act defining the extent of oral treatment permitted by den- 
tal hygienists would read ‘‘A ‘Dental Hygienist’ is one who is legally licensed as such 
by the said dental council and examining board to remove tartar deposits accretions 
and stains from the exposed surfaces of the teeth and directly beneath the free margin 
of the gums and to make application of medicaments to the exposed surfaces of the 
teeth for the prevention of dental caries in the office of a dentist or any public or 
private institutions such as schools hospitals orphan asylums and sanitoriums or State 
health cars under the general supervision of a licensed and registered dentist and not 
otherwise and who does not perform any other operation or work on the teeth jaws 
gums or mouth whatever.” (Italic type indicates new matter added to existing law). 


While in session at Philadelphia the first of February, the Board of Trustees of 
the Pennsylvania State Dental Society was informed that such a change in the Dental 
Act was contemplated, and, if the profession did not institute proceedings to effect 
such a change, the Department of Health of the Commonwealth would seek such a 
revision. Dr. Linwood Grace, Director of the Bureau of Dental Health, assured the 
Board of Trustees that while his Bureau and the Department of Health desired such 
a revision of the present Dental Act, his Bureau, however, would not institute action 
to achieve this end. 


At the February meeting of the Board of Trustees, after much discussion on this 
subject, a motion was passed to table any action on the matter. This course was fol- 
lowed in the belief that no such legislation would be introduced in the present session 
of the Legislature, and thus, it would be two years before such legislation could be 
introduced. This period would permit a thorough study of any proposed changes 
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ind would also allow time for a revaluation and interpretation of the present Dental 
Act by the Attorney General. 


Following the introduction into the Legislature of the proposed change in the 
Dental Act, your president directed that a mail poll of the Trustees be made. The 
Trustees were asked to indicate whether the Pennsylvania State Dental Society should 
lobby for or against this legislation. Your president interpreted the results of this 
poll as indicating that there was no decisive indication over the State as to what action 
should be taken in regards to this legislation. 


In order to clarify the position of the Board of Trustees and establish a policy 
on this vital matter which so definitely affects the practice of preventive dentistry in 
the Commonwealth, your president asked that the Board of Trustees meet in a special 
session on March 13. 


All Trustees were present at this session. Also present were the Chairman of 
the Legislative Committee, the dental member of the Advisory Board to the Depart- 
ment of Health, the attorney who represents our Society, the Secretary and the Execu- 
tive Secretary of the Society. All present voiced their opinions on the matter at hand. 
Several of the Trustees had conducted polls of the members of their districts; several 
Trustees had brought the matter to the attention of the executive bodies of their 


respective districts. 

After careful deliberation it was unanimously agreed that the Pennsylvania State 
Dental Society, through proper channels, would seek to have the word ‘‘medicaments” 
changed to ‘fluoride preparations approved by the Dental Council and Examining 
Board of the Commonwealth.” It was the concensus of the Board that such wording 
would serve as a safeguard and protection to the public at large from indiscriminate 
use of unproven preparations and methods which might be advocated for the preven- 
tion of dental caries. 


This action, I believe, represents a very fair and progressive attitude as well as 
an open-mindedness on the part of the Trustees, which, at the same time, prevents the 
exploitation of the public as experimental animals in unproven methods of caries 
control. I consider it a distinct privilege to act as Chairman of this group of men 
representing widely diversified types of dental practices, who, in their deliberation, 
carefully weigh all possibilities and effects of such a proposed change in the Dental 
Act which, if passed, would so vitally affect the practice of preventive dentistry in 
the Commonwealth. The passage of this Amendment to the Dental Act as approved 
by the Board of Trustees merits the approval of all members of the Pennsylvania 
State Dental Society and the public at large. —J. S. OARTEL. 


(Senate Bill No. 340, referred to above, has been reported out of the Committee on 
Education and has passed the first meeting of the Senate, as amended. The amendment 
deletes the word “medicaments” and substitutes for it “sodium fluoride as defined by the 
Board.” In this instance the word “Board” means the State Dental Council and Examining 
Board. This is a slightly different amendment than that suggested by the Board of 
Trustees— see next to the last paragraph above—but will accomplish the stated purpose 
of the bill—T. McB.) 
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8 st 
Annual Meeting 


Pennsylvania State Dental Society 


in conjunction with 


The Greater Pittsburgh Meeting 


Hotel William Penn, Pittsburgh 
June 1, 2, 3, 1949 


Wednesday, June 1— 





Morning: Registration and Table Clinics. 

Afternoon: Two one-hour essays. 
Thursday, June 2— 

Morning: Two one-hour essays. 

Noon: Special luncheon. 

Afternoon: Two one-hour essays. 

Evening: Dance and entertainment. 
Friday, June 3— 

Morning: Two one-hour essays. 

Afternoon: Special clinics. 

The Essayists 


B. F. SAPIENZA, Birmingham, Ala., “Crown and Bridgework.” 

Basit G. Bissy, Boston, “Fixorine in Relation to General Health.” 

JoHN W. GELtEr, Indianapolis, “Successful Full Denture Service.” 

L. M. SaGHIRIAN, Philadelphia, "Pocket Elimination by Electrosurgical Gingivoplasty.” 
Marcus H. Burton, Washington, D. C., “Surgical Preparation of the Mouth.” 

S. CHARLES BRECKER, New York, “The Porcelain Jacket Crown.” 

Jutes W. Lear, New York, “Precision Cases.” 

Epwarp J. RYAN, Evanston, Ill., “Personality Types Among Dental Patients.” 





(Complete program will be published in May issue of the JOURNAL) 
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THE American Dental Association desig- 
nated Monday, February 7, as National 
Children’s Dental Health Day. Many of 
the districts and local societies in Penn- 
sylvania observed the occasion with varied 
designed for both the profes- 
sion and the public. A summary of these 
programs, throughout the state, follow. 


The Pennsylvania State Dental Society, 
asaunit, did not hold any special meet- 
ing. Last November 3-4, however, the 
Council on Dental Health sponsored a 
Conference on Dental Health at Harris- 
burg. The theme of the Conference was 
“Children’s Dentistry — Can They Get 
It?” As a part of Pennsylvania's observ- 
ance of the first National Children’s 
Dental Health Day, the entire content 
of the February issue of the PENNSYL- 
VANIA DENTAL JOURNAL was devoted to 
the publication of the proceedings of 
that Conference. This was an exception- 
ally large issue, contained several out- 
standing papers, and appeared during the 
week of February 7. 


The Philadelphia County Dental 
Society (First District) devoted the after- 
noon and evening of February 3 to an 
observance of this event; this was held 
during the Greater Philadelphia Annual 
Meeting. A Public Health Luncheon 
was held in the Bellevue-Stratford Hotel 
attended by leaders of civic groups, 
parent-teacher associations, social 
agencies, and members of the profession. 
The speaker was John W. Knutson, 
D.D.S., Chief Dental Public Health Sec- 
tion, U. S. Public Health Service. His 
subject was ‘‘Fluorides—their uses and 
abuses in the elimination of the early 
loss of teeth by caries.” Following the 
luncheon a forum on Child Dental Health 





Dental Health Day in Pennsylvania 


was conducted. The moderator was 
Ernest F. Ritsert, D.D.S., professor of 
pedodontics, Temple University School 
of Dentistry. The speaker was H. 
Trendley Dean, D.D.S., Director of the 
National Institute of Dental Research. 
Dr. Dean discussed the “Modern Re- 
search Trend Toward Controlling the 
Early Loss of Teeth by Caries.” Mem- 
bers of the Forum included Norris W. 
Vaux, M.D., Secretary of Health, Penn- 
sylvania; Rufus S. Reeves, M.D., Director 
of Public Health, Philadelphia; R. C. 
Buerki, M.D., Vice-President in charge 
of Medical Affairs, University of Penn- 
sylvania; J. L. T. Appleton, D.DS., 
Dean, School of Dentistry, University of 
Pennsylvania; Gerald T. Timmons, 
D.D.S., Dean, Temple University School 
of Dentistry; H. K. Cooper, D.D.S., 
member of the Advisory Health Commit- 
tee to the Governor of Pennsylvania; 
Linwood G. Grace, D.D.S., Director, 
Bureau of Dental Health, Pennsylvania; 
Abram Cohen, D.D.S., Supervisor of 
Dental Service in Public Schools, Phila- 
delphia; John P. Looby, D.D.S., Super- 
visor of Dental Service in Parochial 
Schools, Philadelphia; Charles F. Rossell, 
Jr., D.D.S., Dental Consultant Health Di- 
vision, Health and Welfare Council; and 
Allen O. Gruebbel, D.D.S., Secretary of 
the ADA Council on Dental Health. 
J. S. Oartel, D.D.S., President of the 
Pennsylvania State Dental Society, pre- 
sented certificates to pupils of grade 
classes. A Public Health Dinner was held 
that evening at which Clay Boland, 
D.D.S., President of the Mask and Wig 
Club of the University of Pennsylvania, 
presented a fantasy titled “There Once 
Was a Land of Dreams.’ Charles R. 
Patton, D.D.S., President-elect of the 
Pennsylvania State Dental Society, pre- 
sented certificates for the outstanding 
posters on Dental Public Health created 


159 





by the secondary schools. Greetings were 
extended by the Honorable Francis J. 
Myers, U. S. Senator from Pennsylvania ; 
Honorable Bernard Samuel, Mayor of 
Philadelphia; Dr. Harold E. Stassen, 
President of the University of Pennsyl- 
vania; Dr. Robert L. Johnson, President 
of Temple University; Dr. Clyde E. 
Minges, President of the American Dental 
Association; and Dr. Harold Hillen- 
brand, Secretary of the American Dental 
Association. The address of the evening 
was given by Admiral Bruce D. Forsyth, 
Assistant Surgeon General, Chief, Di- 
vision of Dentistry, U. S. Public Health 
Service. The title was “The Role of 
Dentistry in the Field of Public Health.” 
This address was published in the PENN- 
SYLVANIA DENTAL JOURNAL in March. 


In the Third District (Scranton District 
Dental Society) the Oral Hygiene Com- 
mittee sponsored broadcasts over each of 
the city’s radio stations; newspaper stories 


and publicity; and honored the winners 
of a poster contest at a Rotary Club meet- 
ing at which the speaker was a member 
of the Committee. The Luzerne County 
Dental Society reported that dental health 
talks were given before many organiza- 
tions in the county during the year, and 
others are being scheduled for a continu- 
ing program. 


The Fourth District is active through- 
out the year in this field of children’s 
dental health work and no special pro- 
gram for the day was arranged. However, 
in the three counties comprising the dis- 
trict, talks to school children were ar- 
ranged, and given by the school hygienists. 
In one county, there were radio talks 
featured; in another good newspaper 
publicity was obtained. 


The Harris Dental Society, Lancaster, 
(Fifth District) reported that articles on 
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dental health were run in local news 
papers; a series of educational advertise 
ments with the cooperation of the Lag. 
caster County Milk Dealers Associatiog 
were also carried in the papers; spot an. 
nouncements over local radio stations as 
well as several dental health talks before 
parent-teacher groups and service clubs 


In the Sixth District, the Lycoming 
Dental Society held an extended program, 
It was planned to educate the public and 
to refresh the general practitioner in chil- 
dren’s dentistry. It was conducted during 
the entire week of February 7. The 
Mayor of Williamsport, Leo C. William 
son, proclaimed February 7, 8, and 9 a 
official Dental Health Days. Appropriate 
and considerable newspaper coverage was 
obtained. This concerned publicity for 
the U. S. Public Health Service team 
demonstrating the use of sodium fluoride, 
the story of the dental examinations in 
the schools both locally and throughout 
the state, the role of the dental hygienist 
in the local schools, and the history of 
the Lycoming Dental Society which per 
mitted feature articles. A poster contest 
by the school children was conducted. 
These and additional posters, placards, 
displays, photographs, etc. were featured 
in store windows throughout Williams 
port. There were several radio talks and 
discussions during the program as well as 
spot announcements of dental health sug- 
gestions. Milk dealers cooperated by us- 
ing some 21,000 bottle wrappers calling 
attention to the observance of the event. 
Local bakers also cooperated by pointing 
out the value of nutritious foods to the 
maintenance of oral health. Two “trailers” 
were made for the motion picture theaters 
in the community and were shown dur 
ing the program. A complete dental of- 
fice was set up in a large department store 
window and dental hygienists demon- 
strated prophylaxis operations on school 
children. The ADA phonographic rec 
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ords, prepared by the Southern California 
Dental Association, were played on a 
ic address system during this depart- 
ment store exhibit. The U. S. Public 
Health Service demonstration team also 
cooperated in this project. Free tooth 
brushes were given to patients, and local 
dentists gave their time to take free bite- 
wings for children 6-16 years of age. 
Educational leaflets were distributed to 
the school children telling how to care 
for the teeth; teachers also were given 
material which they could incorporate into 
their routine health teaching. Over 19,000 
pamphlets were thus distributed. Lectures 
and short talks were given to the junior 
and senior high schools. Service clubs 
held special meetings. A public forum 
at which the essayists of the professional 
were the speakers was held: 

these included J. F. Volker, D.D.S., Dean, 
University of Alabama Dental School; 
H. K. Cooper, D.D.S., Hershey Rehab- 
ilitation Clinic; M. E. Nicholson, D.D.S., 
Chairman of the State Society Council 
on Dental Health; L. G. Grace, D.D.S., 
Department of Dental Health, Pennsyl- 
vania; and Pauline B. Mack, Ph.D., Nu- 
tritionist, Pennsylvania State College. Drs. 
Ernest F. Ritsert, Raymond Werther, and 
Andrew F. Jackson, all of Philadelphia, 
spoke on several phases of children’s den- 
tistry at the program for the profession. 
Dr. Philip E. Adams, Boston, President- 
elect of the American Dental Association 
spoke at the dinner and presented a radio 
address. The Lycoming Dental Society 
presented, as noted in this brief descrip- 
tion, a comprehensive lay and professional 
dental educational program extending 


over several days. It was easily the most 
ambitious program attempted in Pennsyl- 
vania in celebration of Children’s Dental 
Health Day. 


The Eighth District was unable to pre- 
pare adequate plans for a celebration this 
year because of limited time. However, 
plans for the 1950 observance are already 
being made. 


The Erie County Dental Society (Ninth 
District) reported that a series of nine 
radio talks were given by members; an 
attractive display in a leading department 
store window with distribution of dental 
health educational literature was carried 
out; and a dinner for both dental and 
lay groups was held. Dr. Norman H. 
Denner, Cleveland, spoke on “Keeping 
Our Children Gracious in Society.” There 
was good cooperation from newspapers, 
radio stations, and lay groups. 


The Tenth District conducts a continu- 
ing program sponsored by its Council on 
Dental Health throughout the year, and 
no special observance was held. Dr. John 
W. Knutson spoke before the Society 
in February on the “Current Uses of 
Fluorides in Dentistry.” The Society 
sent appropriate educational material, in- 
cluding a tooth-brushing chart, to all 
schools in the district calling attention to 
the Dental Health Day. All dental health 
educational material in the Central Office 
is inventoried and packaged for mailing 
to interested groups on request. 
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NEWS FROM THE UNIVERSITIES 





PENNSYLVANIA 


Regional seminars in Dental and Oral 
Medicine have been held in the west and 
middle west for many years. They have 
not only increased the practitioner's in- 
terest and knowledge in this increasingly 
important phase of dental practice but 
they have served to bring together clini- 
cians and investigators of many branches 
of the health service professions related 
to dentistry. 

The Mid-Atlantic States Seminar in 
Oral Medicine, offered by the Postgradu- 
ate Division of the School of Dentistry 
of the University of Pennsylvania, is the 
first undertaking of this nature on the 
eastern seaboard. This seminar will be 
held at Skytop Club in Pennsylvania's 
famous Pocono Mountains, May 22-27, 
1949. The general theme of the seminar 
will be the clinical application of the 
biologic and medical sciences. The sci- 
ences of anatomy, physiology, pathology, 
and internal medicine as they are related 
to clinical practice will be emphasized. 

The clinicians include O. V. Batson 
on “Anatomy as a Basis for the Practice 
of Dentistry”; J. J. Comroe on “Oral 
Physiology”; Leon Collins on “Internal 
Medicine for Dental Practitioners” ; H. F. 
Robertson, Jr., on ‘Physical Diagnosis for 
Dentists;” Kurt H. Thoma on “Oral 
Pathology”; Samuel Charles Miller on 
“Etiology of Periodontal Disease”; J. J. 
Hill on “Antibiotics & Bacteriostatics”’ ; 
Hermann Becks, and J. L. T. Appleton. 

Attendance for participation is limited 
to members in good standing of the 
ADA, AMA, or similar or comparable 
groups. The fee for the seminar, includ- 
ing registration, lodging and meals for the 
five days is $250.00. Veterans who can 
furnish a satisfactory Certificate of Eligi- 
bility and Entitlement will receive a cre- 
dit of $160.00 toward the total fee. En- 
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rollment is limited. Applications will be 
accepted in the order they are received. 


Another course to be presented by the 
School is one in dental assisting begin. 
ning October 17, 1949, and extending 
over a 7-month period. Classes are 
scheduled from 7 to 9 p. m., Monday and 
Friday evenings totaling 104 hours. The 
members of the course will receive ia- 
struction in the reception and care of 
patients, assisting at the chair and in the 
laboratory, processing x-rays, arranging 
appointments, and keeping books. The 
course, which is open to a limited num- 
ber of women of good moral character 
who have a high school education, will 
include lectures, demonstrations and tech- 
nical experience. The tuition is $150. 


A certificate of attendance from the 
School of Dentistry will be awarded at 
the satisfactory completion of the course. 
In addition to this certificate, 2 years’ em- 
ployment in a dental office is required for 
certification by the American Dental As- 
sistants Association. 


From May 2-7, a postgraduate course 
in periodontics will be offered. The ob- 
jective of this basic course is to acquaint 
the recent graduate and the more expeti- 
enced practitioner with the importance of 
periodontics in general dental practice. 
The various etiologic causes of gingivitis 
and periodontal disease, their diagnosis, 
conservative treatment methods, including 
the significance of proper treatment plan- 
ning and patient education and home care 
are emphasized. The course will be lim- 
mited to 16; the fee will be $150.00. 


For further information concerning 
these courses write The Director, Post- 
gtaduate Division, University of Pennsyl- 
vania, School of Dentistry, 4001 Spruce 
Street, Philadelphia 4, Pa. 
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PITTSBURGH 


The conference held last Spring at Mel- 
lon Institute on preventive and public 
health dentistry, under the joint sponsor- 
ship of the School of Dentistry and the 
Odontological Society of Western Penn- 
sylvania, was so well attended and evoked 
such interest that it has been decided to 
make this type of meeting an annual 
affair. Therefore, the second annual con- 
ference will take place on April 28. Dr. 
Thomas Parran, Dean of the University’s 
Graduate School of Public Health, and 
Dr. Harold Hillenbrand, General Secre- 
tary of the ADA, will be among the 
speakers who will take part in this con- 
ference. 

An important meeting was held at the 
School on February 23 when Drs. Apple- 
ton, Timmons, and Van Kirk, deans of 
the three schools of dentistry in Pennsyl- 
vania, met to discuss various problems of 
common interest. Dr. Paul E. Bomberger, 
State Trustee, and Mr. Ray Cobaugh, 
Executive Secretary of the State Society, 
attended the meeting to discuss problems 
relating to Veterans Administration pro- 
grams in the smaller town. 

In order to insure sufficient time for 
processing the large number of applica- 
tions for admission to the School, March 
15 has been set as the dead-line for re- 
ceiving applications for the Fall 1949 
class. 

Dr. Robert Bradlaw, a distinguished 
member of the British dental profession, 
was a visitor in Pittsburgh on February 
14 and 15. Dr. Bradlaw is Dean of the 
University of Durham Dental School, 
Dean of the Faculty of Dentistry of the 
Royal College of Surgeons of England, 
and Chairman of the Council of Deans 
of the dental schools of England and 
Northern Ireland. He is visiting the 
United States for the purpose of studying 
dental educational methods. A group of 
the School faculty attended an enjoyable 
and instructive dinner meeting at the 


Faculty Club on February 15 at which 
Dean Bradlaw spoke informally on the 
national health program in England as 
related to dentistry. 

News of the faculty is as follows: 
Dean Van Kirk has been re-elected pres- 
ident of the Pittsburgh Metropolitan Dis- 
trict YMCA; Associate Dean Swanson 
and Dr. R. F. Wagner spoke at the Feb. 
17 meeting of the Allegheny-Kiski Val- 
ley Dental Society, on entrance require- 
ments and allied subjects; Dr. G. J. 
Cox visited the Beaver Valley Dental 
Society on February 24 to explain the 
topical applications in the control of den- 
tal caries; Dr. Cox also addressed the 
Central Pennsylvania Dental Society, 
March 2, at Altoona, on the subject “’Top- 
ical Applications and Caries Control ;” on 
March 9 he spoke before the Pittsburgh 
Section of the American College of Den- 
tists on the topic, “A Critical Evaluation 
of Research on Dental Caries; Dr. D. E. 
Wagner has been elected secretary-treas- 
urer of the newly-formed Western Penn- 
sylvania Society of Oral Surgeons; Dr. 
W. H. Archer is chairman of a special 
committee of the American Association 
of Dental Schools to conduct a survey of 
undergraduate and graduate training in 
oral surgery and anesthesia in the dental 
schools of the United States and Canada, 
and to make recommendations to the As- 
sociation regarding such programs; Dr. 
Archer also will be an essayist at the 
Spring meeting of the New River Dental 
Society, Beckley, W. Va.; Dr. Leonard 
Monheim delivered a talk to the Associa- 
tion of Hospital Dentists of Western 
Pennsylvania, on general anesthesia, Feb- 
ruary 15; Beta Chapter, of Omicron 
Kappa Upsilon, held a meeting on March 
23 at which Dr. Thomas Parran, Univer- 
sity of Pittsburgh, and Dr. H. B. Mc- 
Carthy, president of the Supreme Chapter, 
Baltimore, were the main speakers. 

--M. E. NICHOLSON. 
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Dr. Carlos Weil has recently been ap- 
pointed Professor of Operative Dentistry. 
Dr. Weil completed his pre-professional 
requirements at Duke University and 
was graduated from Temple University 
School of Dentistry in 1938. He is a 
member of Omicron Kappa Upsilon, the 
American Dental Association and com- 
ponent societies. During World War II 
he held a Lieutenant Colonel’s commis- 
sion in the U. S. Army Dental Corps. At 
Valley Forge General Hospital he at- 
tended special courses on ocular prosthe- 
sis. 

Dr. A. Raymond Baralt, Jr., spoke be- 
fore the Reading Clinic Club recently on 
“The Alginates in Prosthetic Dentistry.” 
On February 15, 1949, he spoke before 
the Reading Study Club on “Crown and 
Bridge Prosthesis.” On February 19, 
1949, Dr. A. Raymond Baralt, Jr., and 
Dr. George Ries attended the Drexel In- 
stitute Career Conference for Philadelphia 
and suburban high school students. They 
participated in a panel discussion of 
“Dentistry as a Professional Career.” Dr. 
Alexander Weinberger gave a paper be- 
fore the Chester County Study Group on 
January 4, 1949 on “Radiology and Its 
Use in Diagnosis."" Dr. Jacoby T. Roth- 
ner, Professor of Periodontia, spoke be- 
fore the Study Club of Luzerne County 
Dental Society in Wilkes-Barre, Pa., on 
January 11, 1949. His topic was, “Rec- 
ognition and Diagnosis of Periodontal 
Disease” and “Occlusal Balance.” Dr. 
Andrew Francis Jackson, Professor of 
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Orthodontics gave an illustrated lectug 
on Orthodontics recently before the Penn. 
sylvania Association of Dental Surgeons. 
He also spoke before the Massachusetts 
Dental Society in Boston on January 25, 
1949, and was a discussor at a symposium 
at the same meeting on January 26th, 
Also in January, Dr. Jackson gave a lec. 
ture in Williamsport, Pa., at a childrens 
health meeting of the Lycoming Dental 
Society. Dr. Ernest F. Ritsert, Professor 
of Pedodontia, spoke before the local 
dental society of Williamsport, Pa. His 
topic was, “Preventive Pedodontics.” 

The Department of Pedodontia in con- 
junction with the Department of Bacteri- 
ology is currently conducting experiments 
on the effect of topical application of 
sodium fluoride on lactobacillus counts in 
children. 

The Graduate Studies Committee of the 
Faculty recently presented a post-graduate 
course on “Complete Mouth Rehabilita- 
tion” with Dr. Harry Kazis, D.M.D. of 
Boston, Massachusetts, in charge. In ad- 
dition, a post graduate-course in “Full 
Denture Prosthesis” was conducted by 
Drs. Sumner X. Pallardy and Carl E. Mc- 
Murray. For both the post-graduate 
courses, attendance was limited to alumni. 

Recent appointments to the faculty in- 
clude Dr. George A. Weisenberger and 
Dr. Arnold K. Miller, Instructors in Clin- 
ical Crown and Bridge Prosthesis. In 
addition, Dr. Joseph Glaudel has joined 
the staff as Instructor in Operative Den- 


tistry. —Z. JOHN GREGORY. 


Sete thee ben conky Friday, June 17 
RAPE Te Pe Tuesday, June 7 
awibdneeegeoeene Thursday, May 26 


(Programs will be published in the May issue.) 
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DistRICT News 





FIRST DISTRICT 


After the successful Greater Phila- 
delphia Meeting early in February, the 
Philadelphia County Dental Society re- 
sumed its regular monthly scientific meet- 
ings. Dr. John V. Blady, Philadelphia, 

on March 2 on the topic of “The 
Harmful Effect of Irradiation to the 
Dentist.” The meeting on April 6 pre- 
sented Dr. Harry A. Tinker, Minneapolis, 
who spoke before an enthusiastic audience 
on “Some Essentials of Crown and 
Bridgework.”” 

Recently, the County Society honored 
eleven members who had completed fifty 
years of practice in dentistry. Those who 
received the certificates of merit were: 
Edward S. Bodle, Clarence H. Chain, 
Howard B. Cressman, L. W. Darlington, 
F. G. Davis, George Essig, Henry G. 
Fischer, Alphonse W. Herrman, Joseph 
H. Noble, John J. Stetzer, Sr., and Alfred 
N. Van Dyke. At the same function, Dr. 
Wm. Perry Manning, the retiring presi- 
dent, was honored. 

The Pennsylvania Society of Dentistry 
for Children will meet on April 18. 
Three papers will be presented: ‘“‘Peri- 
odontal Diseases in Children,” by Dr. 
David Engel; “Comparative Statistics of 
Dental Pathology in Negro and White 
Children,” by Dr. LeRoy Gates; and 
“New Trends and Changes of Diet Re- 
quirements in Caries Prevention,” by Dr. 
Muriel Robinson. There will be election 
of officers following this symposium. 

The March meeting of the Philadelphia 
Society of Periodontology presented Dr. 
Frank W. Konzelman, Atlantic City, who 
discussed blood dyscrasias. Dr. Charles 
H. M. Williams, Toronto, will be the 
guest speaker at the April meeting of the 
Society; his topic will be “Gingival Re- 
cession: Its Causes and Treatment.” 





The North Philadelphia Association of 
Dental Surgeons, on March 9, heard Dr. 
Philip Gross lecture on “Local Anesthesia 
and Minor Surgery.” The May meeting, 
on the 11th, will present Dr. Edward A. 
Manning whose subject will be “Pin In- 
lays.” The annual outing will be held 
in June. 

The Dental Explorers will meet April 
14 to hear Dr. Max Fogel speak on 
“Orthodontics.” . 

The Eastern Dental Society has con- 
cluded a successful post-graduate series 
of courses. Dr. Philip Ament, Buffalo, 
spoke before the group in March on the 
subject “Psychosomatics in Dentistry.” 
The April meeting will be the Ersner 
Memorial Night; Dr. Emanuel Blumen- 
thal will speak on “Anesthesia and Its 
Practical Application in Oral Surgery.” 

—MARTIN A. SALAS, Editor. 


The officers of the Philadelphia County 
Dental Society, 1949, elected March 2, 
follow: 

President—Harry A. Mesjian. 

President-elect—Lawrence E. Hess. 

Secretary—Robert Adams. 

Treasurer—Paul R. Schock. 

Editor—Albert L. Borish. 

Librarian—Wm. H. Magann. 


The Board of Governors include: Har- 
rison M. Berry, Jr., E. R. Cerino, Eli Edel- 
man, Carl M. Graul, Jules E. Kneisel, 
Wm. Perry Manning, Jonathan K. Miller, 
John C. Piscator, Nathan Raff, John W. 
Ross, and Kenneth Smith. 

The State Society Trustee is Wm. Perry 
Manning. 

Drs. Mesjian and Hess were elected 
ADA delegate and alternate respectively. 
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SECOND DISTRICT 


The Montgomery-Bucks Dental Society 
met February 28 at the Norristown Valley 
Forge Hotel. The clinician was Dr. Sum- 
ner Pallardy, professor of prosthetic dent- 
istry, Temple University School of Dent- 
istry; his subject was “Full Upper and 
Lower Impression Technique.” 

The Dental Society of Chester and 
Delaware Counties met March 16 at the 
Club House, Chester. Following an early 
afternoon business meeting, Dr. William 
J. Updegrave, professor of radiodontics, 
at Temple University School of Dentistry, 
gave an illustrated presentation on “The 
Extension Cone Technic in Dental Radio- 
gtaphy—What Is It?—Should You Adopt 
It?—Why?” The dinner speaker was 
Dr. Bruno Furst, New York, memory ex- 
pert, who gave an interesting lecture on 
remembering and improving your mem- 
ory. The officers of the Society are: 
Howard C. Collman, Chester, president; 
G. M. Fenstermacher, Havertown, vice- 
president; B. F. Brandon, Wayne, sec- 
retary; P. H. Ace, Chester, treasurer; 
Morris Plafker, Elwood M. Spellman, 
and Harold L. Brown, Executive Com- 
mittee. Dr. H. C. Curtis, Media, is the 
immediate past-president. . 


(These two component societies of the 2nd 
District publish a 4-6 page printed folder an- 
nouncing their meetings, list of officers, com- 
mittee appointments, and other society busi- 
ness.) 


THIRD DISTRICT 


The Scranton District Dental Society, 
operating through its Oral Hygiene Com- 
mittee, held a successful Children’s Dental 
Health Day program. There were broad- 
casts over each radio station in the city; 
good newspaper publicity; the winners 
of the poster contests were honored at a 
Rotary Club meeting (where a member 
of the Committee spoke) ; and generally 
the reaction was favorable—both dental 
and public. 

The speaker at the February meeting 
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of the Scranton Society was Dr. Robert 
Berman, Wilkes-Barre. Dr. Berman js 
engaged in general practice; he is a grad. 
uate of the School of Dentistry, Unj 
versity of Pittsburgh (1937); has been 
a student of the New Organization School 
(New York) where he has taken a course 
in diagnosis, office and treatment plan- 
ning; he has also taken short post. 
graduate courses at New York University; 
he served in the Army for three years, 


The Luzerne County Dental Society 
presented a clinic by Ralph L. Shanao, 
M.D., of the staffs of the Nesbitt and 
Mercy Hospitals, concerning “Systemic 
Diseases with Oral Manifestations.” This 
was held February 21. 


The March 21 meeting of the District 
presented Dr. William L. Heck, profes- 
sor of anesthesiology and instructor in 
oral surgery at Temple University School 
of Dentistry. Dr. Heck is also a staff 
member of the Pennsylvania Hospital. 
His subject was “Minor Surgery for the 
General Practitioner.” 


The Luzerne County Dental Study 
Club met February 17 to hear Dr. P. 
Philip Gross; the essayist spoke on the 
subject of anesthesia and oral surgery for 
the general practitioner. Dr. Gross is 
well qualified to lecture on this subject: 
he is oral surgeon at the American Onco- 
logic Hospital, Stetson Hospital of Phila- 
delphia, associate in oral surgery, Gradw 
ate School of Medicine at the University 
of Pennsylvania, assistant oral surgeon at 
Philadelphia General Hospital; lecturer 
in oral surgery, post-graduate courses of 
the School of Dentistry, University of 
Pennsylvania. This was a six-hour clinic. 


The Luzerne County Dental Club ia 
March sponsored a clinic by Dr. J. Stanley 
Gordon, formerly professor of crown and 
bridgework at the University of Penn- 
sylvania. Dr. Jordon demonstrated, with a 
patient, the preparation for an acrylic 
jacket crown, the direct wax-up of the 
crown, and in a table clinic processed and 
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the restoration, including the 
cementation in the patient’s mouth. 

The Panther Valley Dental Society met 

8 at Lansford in the Edgmont 

Gub. A film, by Dr. Leo Winter, titled 

ir of Fractures of the Maxilla and 

Mandible by Extra-oral Anesthesia” was 


—FRANK W. NASH, Editor. 


FOURTH DISTRICT 


The Reading Dental Society met April 
4to hear a lecture by Dr. Abram Cohen, 
Philadelphia, on ‘The Treatment and 
Management of Periodontal Diseases.” 

The May meeting of the Society will 
be held at the Wyomissing Club on the 
18th. This will be a combined meeting 
with the Reading Eye, Ear, Nose and 
Throat Society. The annual dinner will 
take place before the meeting. The 
speaker for the occasion will be S. Gordon 
Castigliano, M.D., oncologist and chief 
of the head and neck service at the Ameti- 
can Oncologic Hospital, Philadelphia. 
Dr. Castigliano will speak on “The Oral 
Cavity—The Physician and The Dentist.” 

The annual outing of the 4th District 
will be held at the Lebanon Country Club, 
Lebanon. This will be a recreational 
meeting—no scientific program. The date 
will be announced later. 

The Dental Seminar met March 15 at 
which time Dr. Morris Kelner, Phila- 
delphia, spoke on “Children’s Dentistry 
in General Practice.” 

—GEORGE E. PASKOPOULOS, Editor. 


FIFTH DISTRICT 


The regular meeting of the Harrisburg 
Dental Society was held February 11. Dr. 
Herbert E. Heim spoke on “The Dentist 
and the Psychiatric Patient.” Dr. Heim is 
a former staff member of the Harrisburg 
State Hospital, and at present is prac- 
ticing neuropsychiatry in Harrisburg. His 
lecture was ably presented and well re- 
ceived. 


The Society committee, which was ap- 
pointed to make a study of the possibility 
of instituting a dental assistants’ course 
at the Penn State Center, Harrisburg, sent 
a questionnaire to all local dentists for 
their consideration and aid in formulating 
such a course. The response was gratify- 
ing. It was established that the course 
would begin in September and be com- 
pleted by June; two afternoons a week the 
girls would work in the offices of local 
dentists for observation and practice train- 
ing. The proposed schedule should be 
ready shortly. Those interested should 
communicate with Mr. Clapper, Penn 
State Center, Second and Maclay Streets, 
Harrisburg. 

—B. M. BUYER, Editor. 


The Harris Dental Society met March 
15. The clinician was Dr. Charles S. 
Gaige, Lancaster, who spoke on the sub- 
ject “Are Partial Dentures Temporary?” 
Dr. Gaige has a wide reputation for his 
denture clinics both while in private prac- 
tice and in the Army. His clinic and 
paper presented new interesting phases 
on partial denture planning and construc- 
tion. 

The Society has been invited to a meet- 
ing of the Lancaster County Pharma- 
ceutical Association April 12, Hotel 
Brunswick. Mr. Donald Gellen, State 
Narcotic Bureau, will interpret and dis- 
cuss the dangerous drug laws and regu- 
lations, also the Harrison Act. 


SEVENTH DISTRICT 


The 47th Annual Meeting of the 
Central Pennsylvania Dental Society (7th 
District) was held at Altoona February 
28, March 1 and 2. The large attend- 
ance and the quality of the papers and 
clinics attested to the success of the meet- 
ing. 

It is interesting to record that two days 
before the meeting it seemed that the 
meeting was destined to be a failure. The 
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Society then received word that Dr. O. B. 
Coomer, Louisville, had been stricken 
with pneumonia and was hospitalized; 
also, Dr. R. N. Albinson, Minneapolis, 
had fallen and broken a bone in his leg. 
However, with his leg in a cast and with 
the help of crutches, Dr. Albinson came 
to Altoona. In addition to filling his part 
of the program, he also took over Dr. 
Coomer’s program-spot and presented 
both in an admirable manner. 


Dr. Albinson spoke on “Practice Man- 
agement.” He stated the theme that al- 
though dentistry is a profession it is also 
a business—and should be conducted that 
way. As a profession we should give the 
best possible service that we are capable 
of; and as a business we should conduct 
it with satisfied employees working efhici- 
ently; carry through a good book-keep- 
ing system; have a complete understand- 
ing with the patient concerning the fee 
and how it is to be taken care of; utilize 
the Credit Bureau in the town in which 
one practices; and keep a thorough set 
of records of what is done for each 
patient. Dr. Albinson practices dentistry 
in a set-up that consists of 28 people— 
partners, associates, technicians, hygien- 
ists, assistants, receptionists, and a book- 
keeper; he knows many of the problems 
thus engendered. To take over Dr. 
Coomer’s time, Dr. Albinson lectured on 
““Mucostatic Impressions”; this included 
a motion picture and table clinic. The 
7th District is indeed indebted to Dr. 
Albinson! ° 


Another outstanding essayist at the 
meeting was Dr. George A. Coleman, 
Philadelphia. Dr. Coleman's presentation 
had to do with inlays and fixed bridges 
using the hydrocolloid technic. The essay- 
ist prefers using the slice method of cavity 
preparation and taking the impression 
with a hydrocolloid material. In ad- 
dition to his technical essay, Dr. Coleman 
spoke briefly on the subject of the social- 
ization of the health-service professions, 
as currently being considered in Washing- 
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ton. Both his dental subject and his topic 
dealing with current trends in the distr. 
bution of medical and dental care deserye 
wide-spread reproduction, the latter ng 
only to dental audiences but to lay groups 
as well. 

Another speaker at the meeting wa 
Dr. Howard A. Hartman, Cleveland, who 
discussed the general subject of peti 
odontia. Dr. Hartman practices thorough 
scaling of the teeth, polishing, and bal 
ancing of occlusion. His talk met with 
much approval from the group. 

An innovation this year was a dental 
“Stump The Experts.” This was a 
tion and answer period with Fred Miller 
as moderator, Drs. Hartman, Coleman, 
Albinson, John Logan, and Cloyd Har 
kins as participants. Much audience 
sponse and general participation resulted. 

Registered clinics were held: Howard 
Hartman, ‘Clinical Photography”; John 
Logan, “Some Aids in Denture Construc- 
tion with Special Consideration of the 
Mucostatic Lower”; and Cloyd Harkins, 
“Cleft Palate Prosthodontia.” 

Col. Wm. E. Sankey, Dental Corps, 
spoke at length on the dental situation in 
the Armed Forces. His general appeal 
was that the Army needs dentists. 

Dr. Linwood G. Grace, State Depart- 
ment of Health, discussed “The Public 
Health Aspect of Recent Preventive Meas 
ures for the Control of Dental Caries.” 
Another essayist with this same theme 
was Dr. Gerald J. Cox, director of dental 
research, School of Dentistry, University 
of Pittsburgh, who described “Topical Ap- 
plications and Caries Control.” Dr. Cox 
brought the audience up-to-date regarding 
the various drugs and methods of appli- 
cation in the control of dental caries. 

Table clinics included: “Practical Case 
of Opening the Bite,” H. M. Dunegan, 
Ebensburg; “Problems of Local Anes 
thesia,” J. L. Simkins, Johnstown; “Oral 
Surgery,” Don Wolford, Johnstown; 
“Cleft Palate Rehabilitation by Pros 
thesis,” William Harkins, Osceola Mills; 
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“Y, §, Army Dental Program,” Col. W. 
E. Sankey; “VA Dental Program,” James 
A. White Pittsburgh; and “ADA In- 
surance,” O. M. Mierley, Huntingdon. 
The speaker at the annual dinner was 
Mr. Frederick Snyder whose topic was 
“Keeping Ahead of the Headlines.” 
Officers elected at the meeting were: 
Frank D. Geer, Johnstown, president; 
Zane A, W. Green, Altoona, president- 
elect; Harold B. Haines, Altoona, finan- 
cial secretary; H. M. Dunegan, Ebens- 
burg, recording secretary; John F. 
Morgart, Johnstown, treasurer. Council 
members for three years are C. C. Pheas- 
ant, Huntingdon, and W. O. Hershey, 
Somerset. It was decided to have the 
one-day Fall Meeting in Huntingdon, and 
the 1950 three-day meeting in Johnstown. 
—J. L. PORIAS, Editor. 


(Dr. Porias no longer will report the activ- 
ities of the 7th District; the new editor, just 
elected, will be H. M. Dunegan, Ebensburg. 
For over 20 years, notwithstanding changes 
in the State Society JOURNAL and new editors, 
Dr. Porias has been reporting the news from 
the Central Pennsylvania Dental Society. His 
record for submitting copy and meeting dead- 
lines is an enviable one; other districts and 
other reporters have something “to aim at.”’) 


NINTH DISTRICT 


The Spring Meeting of the 9th Dis- 
trict will be held in the Hotel Conneaut, 
Conneaut Lake Park, June 24 and 25— 
a Friday and Saturday. The program will 
be published about the first week of June. 
The 1948 registration was the largest in 
recent history; we expect more this year. 

Committee chairmen, county officers, 
and delegates must plan to be at the Hotel 
Conneaut on June 23 (evening) to attend 
the House of Delegates meeting. Mem- 
bers generally are invited to attend this 
meeting. 

—R. J. SAMPLE, Secretary. 


The Erie County Dental Society ob- 
served Children’s Dental Health Day, 
February 7, with the following activities: 


nine radio talks by local members, an 
attractive display in a leading department 
store window with the members of the 
Auxiliary acting as hostesses (some 150 
requests for dental educational literature 
were obtained), and a dinner with a 
speaker on children’s dentistry. There 
were 180 persons, representing both 
dental and lay groups, to hear Dr. Nor- 
man H. Denner, Cleveland, speak on 
“Keeping Our Children Gracious in 
Society." The cooperation from news- 
papers, radio stations, and lay groups was 
excellent and augurs well for a greater 
observance in 1950. 

The March 16 meeting presented Dr. 
Edward Reiter, Cleveland, who discussed 
at length the subject of oral and facial 


swellings. 
—F. A. STEWART, Secretary. 


TENTH DISTRICT 


A highlight during February was the 
address by Senator Robert A. Taft of 
Ohio. The meeting was sponsored by 
the Pittsburgh Academy of Medicine and 
was held on February 16 in the Schenley 
High School Auditorium; the Odonto- 
logical Society members were invited. The 
Senator stated that compulsory health 
insurance is not insurance, but taxation. 
The cost of the plan as proposed will 
be defrayed by consumer and taxpayer. 
He stated that the bills now pending to 
federalize medical service will lead to 
bureaucratic organization, endless legis- 
lation and regulations. The Senator favors 
federal aid to states; federal aid to med- 
ical schools; similar aid to encourage the 
formation of voluntary medical insur- 
ance programs; and the same aid to states 
for child health examinations, and for 
treatment where the parents are not able 
to provide it. 

The Speakers Bureau, formed recently, 
has been functioning with good effect. 
A class in public speaking, with 32 mem- 
bers attending, has completed its several 
months course; a pool of capable speak- 
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ers has been developed and they have 
been able to respond to most of the calls 
which have come into the Society. The 
requests have come mainly from service 
clubs, fraternal and religious groups, and 
the various parent-teachers organizations. 
A class for dental hygienists in public 
speaking is now being planned. 

Dr. John W. Knutson, U. S. Public 
Health Service, was the speaker at the 
February meeting on the 16th. He dis- 
cussed “The Current Uses of Fluorides in 
Dentistry,” stressing their limitations, and 
reviewing the general method of appli- 
cation. 

The Pittsburgh Public Schools has in- 
itiated a fluoride treatment series for some 
of the children in the 12-year old group; 
it is expected that about 3,000 will be 
covered. Parental permission must be ob- 
tained. The purpose is to educate the 
student and parent in dental health. 

M. E. Nicholson, Chairman of the 
State Council on Dental Health, spoke be- 
fore the Chartiers Valley Branch Society 
recently. He stated that the established 
councils of organized dentistry are the 
only legitimate media through which 
dentists may obtain correct information 
regarding new developments in the fields 
of research, dental health education, and 
the introduction of new products for 
dental use. While many dentists feel that 
they are qualified to tell groups in their 
communities the correct story concerning 
dental health education, Dr. Nicholson 
urged that the Council on Dental Health 
of the 10th District would be most will- 
ing to help in preparing these talks. 

The Allegheny-Kiski Dental Society 
met in February at Tarentum. The speak- 
ers were Dr. W. F. Swanson, associate 
dean at the School of Dentistry, Uni- 
versity of Pittsburgh, whose subject was 
“Methods of Admitting and Grading 
Dental Students.” Mr. Ralph Wagner, 
psychologist of the University of Pitts- 
burgh, also spoke. He explained the 


Stanin method of selecting candidates for 
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the Army Air Corps Pilot Training Schgg 
and how this method was being me 
and used in selecting students for 
dental school. The speaker at the Mark 
meeting was Dr. Charles B. Walton, Pitts 
burgh, who gave a clinic on porcelain and 
acrylic veneer gold crowns. 

D. M. Margolis, M.D., was the speaker 
at the February meeting of the North 
Side Branch. He discussed the ‘‘Relatiog 
of Focal Infection to Various Types of 
Arthritis.” The speaker at the Manh 
meeting was Dr. H. B. Anderson, Pitts. 
burgh, who presented an illustrated le. 
ture on the wax impression techni 
and method of construction of full upper 
and lower dentures. 


Dr. Anderson also spoke in Februay 
at the regular meeting of the Wilkinsburg 
Branch Society. 


The Beaver Valley Branch met Febm- 
ary 24 to hear Dr. Gerald J. Cox, School 
of Dentistry, University of Pittsburgh, 
and Dr. John M. Breheny, U. S. Public 
Health Service. Dr. Cox spoke on the 
topical applications in the control of 
dental caries, and Dr. Breheny spoke about 
the fluorine demonstration project com 
ducted in Ambridge (Dr. Breheny was in 
charge of this project). The annual out- 
ing of the society will be held at the Ell 
wood City Golf Club on June 15. 


The speakers at the February meeting 
of the South Hills Branch were Drs. W. 
Earle Craig and M. E. Nicholson. The 
clinician at the March meeting was Dt. 
Raymond K. Hyde, Pittsburgh. 


The March meeting of the 10th Dis 
trict was held on the 16th and presented 
Mr. A. M. McNickle, vice-president, Fi- 
delity Trust Company of Pittsburgh. Mr. 
McNickle discussed “Estate Planning” 
and covered estate taxes and the Revenue 
Act of 1948. The theme was “It Isnt 
What You Leave But How Much Will 
Your Family Receive.” 


The Postgraduate Committee arranged 
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for a clinic by Dr. Reed P. Rose, Pitts: 










Schoo bargh, on anesthesia and exodontia for 
odifie March 23; the clinician for May 11 will 
for thell« Dr. William C. Murphey, Uniontown. 
Marc —J. S. FROST, Asst. Secretary. 
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Dr. Paul T. Freyvogel has announced 
the opening of his office for the limited 
practice of prosthodontia in the Central 
Medical Building, Philadelphia 3. Dr. 
Freyvogel was graduated from the School 
of Dentistry, University of Pittsburgh. 
He practiced in Pittsburgh before becom- 
ing a member in the U. S. Naval Reserve. 
He was associated with the educational 
department of the H. D. Justi and Son 
Co. following discharge from the Navy. 
After spending a semester with Dr. E. 


Peake; 
North 
elation 
Des of 
March 
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Howell Smith at the School of Dentistry, 
University of Pennsylvania, Dr. Freyvogel 
became associated with Dr. Emerson R. 
Sausser, Philadelphia, and began to spe- 
cialize in prosthodontia. 





Dr. Samuel B. Ralston is now practic- 
ing at 206 E. Marion St., Lancaster, and 
is limiting his practice to full dentures. 
Dr. Ralston practiced in Pittsburgh for 
36 years, retiring in 1942, and moved to 
Philadelphia where he became assistant 
professor of prosthetics at the University 
of Pennsylvania. He resigned three years 
later and moved to Florida. Two years 
later Dr. Ralston returned to Philadelphia 
and spent over a year in denture research 
with the H. D. Justi and Son Co. 
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SECOND ANNUAL CONFERENCE ON DENTAL HEALTH 
PITTSBURGH — APRIL 28 


THE School of Dentistry, University of Pittsburgh, with the cooperation of the 
Odontological Society of Western Pennsylvania, announces the Second Annual Con- 
ference on Dental Health. This will be held at Pittsburgh in the Mellon Institute 
Auditorium on Thursday, April 28, 1949. 

The morning program will consist of papers by three outstanding research 
workers who will discuss the “Newer Knowledge of the Prevention and Control 
of Dental Caries.” Gerald J. Cox, Ph.D., professor of dental research at the School 
of Dentistry, will preside. 

The afternoon program will be given over to a discussion of “The Extension 
of Dental Care.” Thomas Parran, M.D., dean of the Graduate School of Public 
Health at the University of Pittsburgh, will be the presiding chairman. 


The general objectives of this second conference will be to present to dentists 
and the public the newer aspects of methods of control and prevention of dental 
caries and how that knowledge can best be utilized in giving that care to more people. 
> The program follows on the next page. 
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“Newer Knowledge of the Prevention and Control of Dental Caries” 
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GERALD J. Cox, presiding 
Address of Welcome ..............++- Rufus H. Fitzgerald, 
Chancellor, University of Pitts 
burgh 
The Nutritional Factors ..............+. James H. Shaw, Ph.D., 
Harvard School of Dental Medicine 
The Oral Environment Factors ........... Robert M. Stephan, D.D.S,, 
National Institute of Dental Re 
search 
Topical Applications ................+. Basil G. Bibby, Ph.D., D.MD, 


Eastman Dental Dispensary 


“The Extension of Dental Caries” 


THOMAS PARRAN, presiding 


IID, Sk oi disease dedcncthcecs te ssa chien T. F. McBride, D.D.S., 
Editor, PENNSYLVANIA DENTAL 
JOURNAL 
The Low Income Group ............... Katherine Warden, M.S., 


Pennsylvania Department of Pub 
lic Assistance 


PN 6st nbo-pimicdeibelnenemintewsed T. G. Walters, D.D.S., 
United States Public Health Service 


MI hal sci ip ncks-aca ons apicecaaonc oes eneaee ieee L. A. Falk, M.D., Ph.D., 
United Mine Workers 
City Health Program ............-+.++. E. C. Dresher, M.D., M.P.H., 
Pittsburgh Department of Health 
ge ee Philip Broughton, 
Layman in the field of public 
health, Pittsburgh 
Discussion 


“The National Dental Program” 
JOHN O. BoyLe, presiding 


The American Dental Association and the 
National Dental Program ........... Harold Hillenbrand, D.DS., 


Secretary, American Dental Asso 
ciation 
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DENTAL CARIES. By Kenneth A. Easlick, 
AM, D.D.S., Professor of Dentistry, School of 
Dentistry; Professor of Public Health Dent- 
istry, School of Public Health, University of 
Michigan. One volume, 234 pages with illus- 
trations. Price $5.00. St. Louis, The C. V. 
Mosby Co., 1948. 

Interest in the subject of dental caries has 
waxed and waned in cycles which may or may 
not vary with sun spots, world wars, or other 
physical or psychic phenomena. Certain it is 
that we are now at a peak of lay and profes- 
sional concern with this problem. Articles in 
popular magazines and the daily press are 
creating a public demand for well authenti- 
cated information. The hope of partial or com- 


plete prevention of caries has been aroused. 
The dental profession must keep abreast of 
recent developments and this book appears as 


a timely compilation of the findings and opin- 
ions of a distinguished group of research work- 
ets and clinicians in the field of dentistry. 
Recent developments may be considered un- 
der three headings: 

1) Public health procedures, notably the 
addition of fluorine to the water supply. Here 
the role of the dentist is that of a well- 
informed spectator. There is statistically ac- 
ceptable evidence that children who drink wa- 
ter containing about one part per million of 
fluorine, from birth through adolescence, have 
approximately 60 per cent less caries than 
children whose drinking water contains no 
fluorine. The protection is, however, almost 
wholly against caries of the smooth surface 
type. Caries of the permanent first molar teeth 
is not greatly lessened. Like all statistical 
data, application is valid only to large groups. 
An increasing number of communities are 
contemplating addition of fluorine to the wa- 
ter supply, and the dentist should be in a 
position to comment intelligently on such 
proposals. 

2) Procedures either in clinics or in pri- 
vate practice carried out by professional per- 
sonnel such as the application of fluoride solu- 
tions, silver nitrate or other chemicals to tooth 
surfaces. Here the dentist must evaluate the 
procedures, and, if he adopts them, acquire 
the technics necessary for their application to 
the teeth. While considerable data indicate 
that the application of fluorides to recently 
erupted teeth reduces the incidence of dental 
caries about 40 per cent, it must be remem- 
bered that the results may be much above or 
below that figure in the case of individual pa- 
tients. The evidence for the effectiveness of 
other chemicals, or for applications to the sur- 
faces of the teeth of older individuals, is as 
yet incomplete or inconclusive. Once the 
Catious process has started so that a cavity 
has been formed, restorative procedures are the 
only effective treatment. 





3) Advice to the patient concerning diet and 
concerning the care and cleansing of the teeth 
by tooth brushing and the use of dentifrices 
and mouth washes. Here again the dentist 
must speak with authority. He should be 
familiar with the evidence that a nutrition- 
ally complete diet during the period of tooth 
formation is important for the proper forma- 
tion and calcification of the teeth and for their 
normal eruption and alignment in the dental 
arches. He should be aware that other fac- 
tors, notably the functioning of the endocrine 
glands, may also affect the developing denti- 
tion. He should also know that there is but 
little evidence that a nutritionally adequate diet 
reduces the incidence of caries of erupted 
teeth. On the other hand, there is a great 
deal of data indicating that excessive consump- 
tion of sugars and starches does promote den- 
tal caries, and that drastic curtailment is an 
effective way of reducing the initiation of car- 
ies. The proper use az the tooth brush and 
of dentifrices immediately after eating may 
also lessen the rate of caries attack. Again, 
once a cavity has occured treatment should be 
by restorative means. 

All this and much more is given in detail 
against a background of recent developments 
in histology, pathology, bacteriology and chem- 
istry in this report of the Inservice Training 
Course for the Evaluation of Dental Caries 
Control Technics, held at the University of 
Michigan in September, 1947. To this has 
been added the technic for application of so- 
dium fluoride solutions to the teeth as devel- 
oped by the United States Public Health Serv- 
ice. 

As may be expected in any group effort, 
there is variation in the quality of the contri- 
butions and there are, on occasion, healthy 
and stimulating differences of opinion. The 
discussions following each presentation fre- 
quently help to clarify the situation. 

The reports of the Evaluating Committees 
also vary in quality and this reviewer found 
them, in some instances, a rather unsatisfac- 
tory summation of an otherwise excellent text. 

There is an index of authors and discus- 
sors, and one of subjects. 

—PAUL E. BOYLE, Philaldelphia. 


BIOCHEMISTRY OF THE TEETH. By 
Henry M. Leicester, Ph.D., Professor of Bio- 
chemistry, College of Physicians and Surgeons, 
San Francisco. One volume, 306 pages. Price 
$5.00. St. Louis, The C. V. Mosby Co., 1949. 

In the first chapter, which comprises approx- 
imately a fourth of the book, the author pre- 
sents a masterly summary of the composition 
of the teeth, including both the inorganic and 
organic constituents. This is followed by a 
review interpreting density, hardness, radio- 
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pacity, solubility, fluorescence, electrical resis- 
tance and permeability. The third chapter 
describes the development of the enamel and 
dentin. The effects of (a) minerals, (b) vita- 
mins and (c) hormones on the development of 
the teeth are discussed in chapters four, five 
and six, respectively. Leicester admits only 
vitamins A, C and D and parathormone, in 
these classes, as affecting the formation of the 
teeth. 


In consideration of posteruptive changes of 
teeth, the author finds ample evidence for per- 
meability of both enamel and dentin, especially 
by various ions, but indicates a belief that 
changes that may ensue are the result of direct 
chemical and not metabolic action. 
In his last chapter, Leicester brings all his 
facts to bear on dental caries etiology. Lacto- 
bacilli, through their enzymes, are given the 
greater weight in cavitation through acid 
ormation, but streptococci and yeasts are ad- 
mitted in proportion to their abilivy to form 
and survive acid. The newer ideas of partici- 
pation of proteolytic organisms in the initial 
stages of caries are well and favorably pre- 
sented. Plaques, as part of the mechanics of 
initiation of caries, are discussed with wariness. 
Saliva is viewed only as having a general pro- 
tective effect and no constituent is accepted as 
being shown to retard caries activity. Fluorine 
is recognized as the most promising anti-caries 
factor. The reviewer wishes that more discus- 
sion of experimental caries had been included. 
Leicester has packed critical reviews of 972 
apers, through 1947, into this stimulating 

k, yet even with such intensity one is never 
aware of repetitious phrases customary in re- 
views. The conclusive summaries are brief 
and clearly stated. The book is well made. 
It should a potent aid and stimulus to re- 


search. 
GERALD J. COX, Pittsburgh. 


A Comprehensive REVIEW OF DENTIS- 
TRY (for use in preparing for dental state 
board licensing examinations). By Vincent 
R. Trapozzano, D.D.S., F.A.D.P., editor; Pro- 
fessor of Prosthetic Dentistry, Head of the 
Prosthetic Department and Director of Post- 
graduate Division, School of Dentistry, Uni- 
versity of Pennsylvania; Professor of Pros- 
thetic Dentistry, Graduate School of Medicine, 
University of Pennsylvania. One volume, 661 
pages. Price $6.50. Philadelphia, W. B. 
Saunders Co., 1949. 

This volume covers the entire dental field in 
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twenty one chapters and does so in a compre. 
hensive manner. The contributors, twenty-five 
in number, who wrote the various chapters ar 
well known and competent in their respective 
spheres. 

For practitioners desiring to move to anothe 
state, the necessity of successfully passing the 
Board examinations presents a difficulty tha 
can be greatly minimized by study of this 

The question and answer method of 
review tends to recall theoretical subjects the 
busy practitioner often has forgotten. 

This reviewer is of the opinion that too 
much space is devoted to certain areas at the 
expense of other more important areas—for 
instance, General Histology is allotted 49 
pages, and approximately 325 questions while 
Oral Histology and Embryology has 25 pages 
and approximately 200 questions. H 
this is indeed a minor criticism because the 
latter subject is adequately reviewed. 

All in all the book is certainly worthwhile, 

—W. F. SWANSON, Pittsburgh. 


IN THE DENTIST’S OFFICE. (A Guide 
for Auxiliary Dental Personnel.) By G. 
Archanna Morrison, with five dental contrib 
utors. 256 pages, 31 illustrations, and 1 col- 
ored chart. Price $5.00. Philadelphia, J. B. 
Lippincott Co., 1948. 

Much stress has always been brought to 
bear on the importance of the dental assistant 
as a great aid to a busy dentist—and right 
fully so. By the same token, the dental assist- 
ant and all other dental personnel in a 
dental office are likewise busy and also 
some aid. This reviewer suggests In The Den- 
tist’s Office as an “‘assistant’s assistant.” 

The book is well written and full of every- 
day usable knowledge for the dental office. 
The contents are divided into patient rela 
tions, operating room procedures, and clerical 
and general office duties. This volume should 
be a “must” for the dental office library; a 
bible for the new assistant, a tonic for the 
experienced assistant, a great help for the 
hygienist and office secretary, and of interest 
to the dentist himself. 

To read and study carefully all the yews 
touched on in this book could not help but to 
make for a perfect working dental office orgat 
ization. It can be recommended highly as aa 
enjoyable, enlightening, and interesting 

BLANCHE MCcKEE, Dental Assistant, 
Pittsburgh. 
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Dr. Milon P. Eaton of Philadelphia, a 
past president of the Pennsylvania State 
Dental Society, died on Thursday, Febru- 
ary 24, 1949, at Beach Haven, New Jer- 
sey, at the age of 49. 

Dr. Eaton was graduated from the 
University of Pennsylvania, School of 
Dentistry in 1924. He is survived by 
his widow, Susan. 

Dr. Eaton, who was installed as the 
76th President of the Pennsylvania State 
Dental Society in May, 1946, conducted 
an outstanding administration which 
marked significant advances in many 
fields of endeavour. It was under his 
guidance that legislation placing a den- 
tal member on the Advisory Committee 
to the Department of Health was passed, 
and close cooperation between the Penn- 
sylvania State Dental Society and the 
State Dental Council and Examining 
Board was effected. 

An outstanding worker for organized 
dentistry, Dr. Eaton has been a member 
of the Delta Sigma Delta Fraternity, the 


Philadelphia County Dental Society, the 
Pennsylvania State Dental Society, and 
the American Dental Association since 
his graduation. He has held every im- 
portant position in the Philadelphia 
County Dental Society and the Pennsyl- 
vania State Dental Society. As General 
Chairman of the Greater Philadelphia 
Meeting and of the Philadelphia County 
Dental Society, he made significant con- 
tributions to dentistry in that area. As 
Trustee from the First District, he served 
as Chairman of the Finance Committee 
for the Board of Trustees; it was during 
this time that he made the first detailed 
analysis of administration disbursements 
of the Pennsylvania State Dental Society, 
a work which stiil serves as a guide on 
financial matters. 


Dr. Eaton also represented organized 
dentistry in Pennsylvania on the State 
Emergency Relief Board, the Advisory 
Board to the Department of Public As- 
sistance, Chairman of the Law Enforce- 
ment Committee and Chairman of the 
Legislative Committee, a post which he 
occupied at the time of his death. He 
also held membership in the Legislative 
Committee of the American Dental Asso- 
ciation. 

The Pennsylvania State Dental Society, 
and American dentistry in general, has 
lost a capable, enthusiastic worker. Many 
of the “‘little’’ things that “Mike’’ Eaton 
did for the State Society and dentistry in 
Pennsylvania are known only to a few 
workers for organized dentistry in the 
state. His stimulating counsel and his 
“designs for dentistry” will not be for- 
gotten soon. 
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KAMERLY, James C., East Northport, PENNINGTON, Jess A., Pittsburgh; § 
N. Y.; Spanish-American War veteran; for- of Dentistry, University of Pittsburgh, 
mer Altoona and Hollidaysburg dentist; died founder and first president of the Pit 
February 21, aged 76. Academy of Dentistry; one-time ; 

KANTNER, Charles A., Port Carbon; the faculty at the School of Dentistry, 
School of Dentistry, University of Pittsburgh, sity of Pittsburgh; active in civic an 
1928; died February 17 after a year's illness. groups; a son, J. A. Pennington, Jr 

METZGER, Paul W., Reading; School of associated with him in dental practice; | 
Dentistry, University of Pennsylvania, 1922; February 21, aged 71. 
for several years secretary of the Reading Clinic SHULTZ, Leonard E., Philadelphia; § 
Club; died February 21, aged 52, of a kidney of Dentistry, Temple University, 1939; | 
ailment. November 27, 1948, aged 33. 
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CLASSIFIED 


(For rates, write Business Manager, 217 State St., Harrisburg, Pa.) 


WANTED—Dental resident for institution CONSCIENTIOUS dentist desires associa 
near Philadelphia. State age, experience, and = with practitioner planning future retire 
prac gp Reel — — age Excellent postgraduate training and experieg 
E. A. Whitney, MD.. one 7 in all phases of general practice. & 
WANTED—Outstanding registration of State Pennsylvania. Excellent references. 
Society members at the 81st Annual Meeting, the JOURNAL, Box 103, 217 State 
Pittsburgh, June 1, 2, 3. Harrisburg. 





LENAPE VILLAGE | 


TAFTON, PIKE COUNTY, PA. 
3500 feet of Shoreline on Fairview Lake . High in the Poce 


NIOY a different .:ind of vacation in the ma 
tains on a beautiful natural lake. Secludé 
| 4 yet easily accessible by car... train... B 

~4” »> . plane. Main Lodge .. .. recreation 
a ry All cottages with bath. Delicious meals 
complete entertainment. Sailing, aquap! 
ing .. . fishing... tennis. . . hikes. 


FAMILIES . HONEYMOONERS 
TWENTY-FOURTH SEASON 
Barly reservations recommended. bw ames: TE 9 





Owner Management: MR. and MRS. JAN P. M. E 
Kenilworth Apartments, Germantown, Phila. 44 
REFERENCES 
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